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CIRCUIT RIDER 
December, 2022 

THE WAUPUN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Telephone: 920-324-9721 

Church e-mail: waupunumc@gmail.com 

Church website: waupunumc.com  
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     There has been great excitement in the scientific, astronomical community over 

the success of the Hubble telescope.  That excitement has since been eclipsed by 

the even more amazing pictures from its successor, the James Hubb telescope. 

Both telescopes have sent truly incredible and unbelievable pictures of the        

universe beyond our naked eye.  Humanity can now see much further than we 

have ever been able to see before. We are even watching for asteroids that might 

impact the earth with potentially devastating results. That has been so great a fear 

that a recent test, to send a space craft to change the trajectory of an asteroid, was attempted 

and successful.                                                                                                                

 Humanity’s vision has long been drawn to the heavens—to see what cannot be seen.  To 

see what might impact us. But what about seeing right in front of us?  My optometrist has been 

watching an eye issue for me and has even sent me to a specialist. After a recent visit with that 

specialist wherein they dilated my eyes for the examination, I also stopped at the DMV in Fond 

du Lac to have my driver’s license renewed that same afternoon.  That may not have been the 

wisest combination of a trip in that I had trouble reading the eye chart out of my right eye.  

Good thing, she said, I only needed one eye to pass.  Sometimes we can’t even see what is 

right in front of us.            

 I mentioned in my sermon this past Sunday that the Waupun United Methodist Church 

has been welcoming a few guests into our Sunday worship.  Are we welcoming them well?  I do 

my best to touch base with everyone who worships together on Sundays, but I am not always 

able to greet everyone either before or after the worship service.  Sometimes people come in a 

little bit late or leave immediately after worship and I miss them. I can’t get to everyone. So, it 

distresses me if we don’t get the name of a guest or no one interacts with them.   

 Sometimes we don’t see what is right in front of us or around us.    

 No longer is regular attendance at worship weekly.  Our culture and our society has 

changed.  The average attendance at Sunday worship at WUMC has been stable at 41 since 

Easter on April 17, but has just risen to 42 as of November 13. Not everyone comes every  

Sunday, so even an increase of one is significant.  It is important for everyone to see who is 

around them and invite them into the Church family.  To invite a connection.   

 A Church that is inward focused will not do good, sustainable ministry.  A Church focused 

on itself will not thrive or even survive.  Like the astronomers of old, like the astronomers who 

have launched and monitored the transmissions and pictures from the Hubble and James Webb 

telescopes, we must be looking out and noticing what is around us.      

 The purpose of our looking out is not to protect us from that which might potentially 

harm us and deflect the asteroids that threaten us, but to protect others and to help our world 

grow closer to God or, to put it another way, to partner with God in bringing about the Kingdom 

of God into our midst and around us more fully.  We are called to tell the story of God’s love 

and care for God’s world and deflect the asteroids that can impact and damage our world.  

 In the words of a old hymn,  “We have a story to tell to the nations,” but also a story to 

tell to those around us.  What is the story that we tell?  What are the things about the Waupun 

United Methodist that you are proud of and excited to tell others about?  As we near the end of       

November and the beginning of  December, as we begin another church year with the season of 

Advent on November 27, we look to the heavens for the “star in the east” which is also a star 

that shines within us and from the Waupun United Methodist Church.  As suggested in Isaiah 

and in Zechariah and in  Revelation and elsewhere, may people see the light shining in and 

through the people of the Waupun United Methodist Church, come and see. 

Pastor Steve 
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GIV- ING  

Visit the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at 

www.wumf.org or Facebook/wumf.org Or call 1-888-903-9863 

http://www.wumf.org/
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PRAYER CONCERNS  

Joyce Brown   Ray Dolgner   Janette Ruck  

Paula Wendt   Ryan Giese   Mike Duer     

   Bob Bradley   Tammy Kasuboski 

All impacted by the war in Ukraine  

All affected by the coronavirus pandemic   

   Those affected by mass shootings 

                 

                      Remember our homebound: 

At Home: Doris Laurain (Indiana) 

Prairie Place, Ripon: Elaine Stanton 

 Hillside Manor, Beaver Dam:  Joyce Berry 

Stone Terrace, Beaver Dam: Laura Schultz 

                Remembrance Home, Beaver Dam: Dick Walters 

             Prairie Ridge: June Witowich, Phyllis McDowell, Alice Chase, Betty Buchholz 

                          

Thanks to Laura Schultz for sponsoring bulletins this month: 

In honor of “Ken.” 

To sponsor a weekly bulletin, please contact the church office. 

                        Sponsorship is at $10/Sunday      

               

 

 

 

    

   5-Gary Chase    21-Jan Bloedow  

               Curt Core    25-Alex Schultz  

      12-Shane Bronson   29-Brenda Stanton 

    17-DuWayne Schelter II     
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Date Day Place Description and time 

December 4 Sunday Church 
Worship Service 9 am 

Confirmation After Service 

December 5 Monday Library SPRC Committee 5:15 pm 

December 6 Tuesday Library Trustees 5:30 pm 

December 7 Wednesday Church Choir Rehearsal 6:30 pm 

December 11 Sunday Church 
Worship Service 9 am 

Confirmation After Service 

December 11 Sunday  City Hall Lessons & Carols 5 pm 

December 12 Monday Library Worship Committee 5:15 pm 

December 13 Tuesday Church Annual Church Conference 6 pm  

December 14 Wednesday Church Choir Rehearsal 6:30 pm 

December 18 Sunday Church 
Worship Service 9 am 

Confirmation After Service 

December 20 Tuesday Church Elizabeth Circle 11:00 am 

December 21 Wednesday Church Choir Rehearsal 6:30 pm 

December 24 Saturday Church Christmas Eve Service 4:00 pm 

December 25 Sunday Church     Christmas Worship Service 9 am 
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   4  VanderSanden-Vanderkin 

 11  Strehlow-Schaub 

 18  White-Ludjack 

 25  Dolgner-Schulz     

If you would like to help with this ministry 

or have questions about it, please talk to 

Wayne Strehlow.    

 

Upcoming Event 

BELL RINGING 

Bell ringing season has begun and the 

Waupun United Methodist Church will 

continue its tradition of bell ringing, this 

year at Farm & Home on Friday, Dec 9th 

and Saturday, Dec 10 from 10 am—6 pm. 

One to two volunteers are needed per 

hour, with the option to ring together or 

separately. You can ring for as little as an 

hour or as long as you want.  Sign up on 

the easels in the Fellowship Hall or call 

the Church Office and reserve your spot.  

God bless you for your generosity. 

    4   Laura Ten Pass 

  11   Sue Rens Guell 

  18   Laura Ten Pass 

  24   Sue Rens Guell 

  25   Jon Bartlett 

 
 
 
Thank you all who participated in the  
Cookie Sale.  We were able to raise 
$572.50 for the church. Thank you again! 

Ways to give  

and serve 
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Finance Committee News 

The members of the Waupun United Methodist Church continue to be faithful in your giving and, as a result, 

God has blest this Church with the resources to continue to do its work.  Thank you for your generosity.   

Weekly deposits have been a sign of health and promise: 

      October 30-$2215           November 6-$3749              November 13-$2360           November 20- $2172         
      November 27-N/A 

 
Total:10,496        Budgeted costs for October: $15,004         Profit/Loss: -($4,508) 

 

   

  

 

 Waupun United Methodist Church - November 2022  
      

  2022 General Fund Budget      $     180,044.00    

  
General Fund Offerings, Donations, Rental 
Income through 11/21/22 

  $ 125,796.49     

  Fundraisers to General Fund   $     5,077.28     

     Total Received    $     130,873.77    

  
Percentage of Budget Received through  
11/21/22 

    72.7%   

      

      

      

      

  2022 Apportionments Budget   $      24,192.00    

  Overage from 2021 Applied to 2022  $     1,359.28     

  Collected 1/1 - 11/21/22   $   12,515.00     

        

  Total Paid through 11/21/22   $   13,874.28     

  Percentage of Apportionments Paid 57.4%    
  Remainder due for 2022 Apportionments  $     10,317.72    
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Donations for November             

59# Flour             

56# Sugar 

16# Brown Sugar 

6# Powder Sugar 

7 bxs Baking Soda 

2 bxs Baking Cocoa 

1 container Baking Powder 

3 cans Frosting 

2 bgs Cookie Dough 

6 bags Choco/Butterscotch Chips 

1 Lemon Extract 

1 Lg. can Pumpkin Filling 

1 can Evaporated Milk 

2 lg. Garbage Bags of Popcorn (from craft fair) 

1 Misc bag (Popcorn, instant breakfast, 2 jars peanut butter, 2 bxs macaroni, 1 bx powdered 

milk) 

 

 

 

 

 

         Dec  Monetary Collection 

         Jan  Pasta 
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Thank you all who participated in the 
Craft/Vendor Sale this past Saturday, Nov. 11

th
. We had a great turnout with 

our proceeds reaching approximately $2774.75. Great team work done by our 
Waupun UMC!!!!  
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The annual church conference of Waupun UMC, is      

scheduled for 6:00pm on Tuesday, December 13, 2022. District Superintendent Rev. Park 

Hunter will preside.  At the church conference, reports will be presented, membership will be 

reviewed, lay leadership will be nominated for election, and the 2023 budget will be           

presented for approval. 

Church conferences are open for all professing members present to vote. No absentee voting 

is allowed. During the COVID pandemic, the Wisconsin Conference has allowed Zoom         

participation to count for in person presence for regular church conferences where voting is 

by voice or by hand. This policy will continue through December 31, 2022.  
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Waupun United Methodist Church   

199 E. Jefferson St. 

Waupun, WI   53963         

  

The People of the  

Waupun United Methodist Church  

     along with Pastor Steve Miller  

invite you to come for worship on Sunday morning. 

Worship begins at 9am 

For information,  

call the Church Office at 920-324-9721 or  

email at WaupunUMC@gmail.com or  

check out the church website:  waupunumc.com or  

our Facebook page:  United Methodist Church-Waupun 


