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CIRCUIT RIDER 
July, 2022 

THE WAUPUN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Telephone: 920-324-9721 

Church e-mail: waupunumc@gmail.com    

 

 

2022 Wisconsin Annual Conference Report 
 

 In that this was the first time, the Conference was able to gather in two years, there was much 
celebration at being together in person. The Conference attendees heard of how the United Methodist 
Church in Wisconsin was doing good work for God and for God’s kingdom. It was hybrid Conference, with 
many attending in person but also many attending online. The entire Conference was live-streamed, and 
all voting was done online. 
 There were, of course, a number of resolutions that came before the Annual Conference, starting 
with votes to conduct business as a hybrid conference. Items that appeared on the “consent agenda”   
included setting a one-month Camp Promotion in each local church, designating a Youth Sunday in every 
church, setting the 3rd Sunday in September as United Women in Faith (UMW) Sunday, allowing  
Nominations to fill vacancies, housing allowance for retired clergy. 
 Votes were taken on changes to Conference Rules and Policies including Connectional Table  
structure, moving policies and apportionments to new Faith Communities. 
 The Conference grieved losses as the Hixton United Methodist Church, the North Prairie United 
Methodist Church, and the Bloom City United Methodist Church all asked for discontinuance. The Waldo 
United Methodist Church filed for disaffiliation and discontinuance citing different missional goals from 
the greater United Methodist Church. You may have heard of the great harm that has been done to chil-
dren over the years in the Boy Scouts of America. The United Methodist Church, a major sponsor of Boy 
Scouts was named in a lawsuit for settlement of claims. The Wisconsin Conference shares in that lawsuit 
and has been assessed a total of $208,096 as our share of the settlement. The Conference is asking for 
special gifts to offset our share of the settlement but pray for the survivors of abuse connected to Boy 
Scouts of America. 
 The Conference voted to support Reproductive Health Care, Rights, and Justice and the              
Development of a Comprehensive Sex Education Curriculum for United Methodist Churches. Although 
only and until General Conference meets in 2024 to address disaffiliation, a resolution was presented and 
passed by the Wisconsin Annual Conference for the disaffiliation of United Methodist Churches in       
Wisconsin. A well-prepared and thorough process was presented and passed with few negative votes. 
 The Conference reaffirmed its special relationship with the Dong Bu Methodist Conference in 
North Korea and passed a budget of $6,364,328 for 2023. A late resolution “Formally Requesting the  
Congressional Delegation from Wisconsin to Act on Responsible Fire-Arm Legislation” was also presented 
and approved overwhelmingly by the Conference.  
 The United Methodist Church, even in Wisconsin, is becoming a much more global church. There 
are still churches in Wisconsin that are overwhelmingly Caucasian, but there are also Hispanic churches, 
Korean churches, African churches, Hmong churches and blendings of all of those. Churches are being 
served by Caucasian pastors, both men and women, and by Korean, African, Hispanic, and Hmong       
pastors. We are becoming more and more a Church with Open Doors, Open Hearts, and Open Minds.  
Jesus welcomes all to his table and to his Church, and we, as United Methodist disciples in Wisconsin, 
share that invitation. 
 

mailto:waupunumc@gmail.com
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 I had a lunch meeting with the Circuit clergy this past Monday 
and we always talk about how things are going in the Churches we 
serve. Things are mostly quiet in the Waupun United Methodist Church 
right now. There are a lot of things going on in the background which 
may erupt at any moment, but now that the Wee Care Child Center 
has taken over the Wesley Center and that is going well, it is a quieter 
time in the short-term. 

As I mentioned, there are irons in the fire which may bloom at any moment and there are 
things that will happen further down the road. A church that is not actively pursuing the future and 
working toward the future will not have one, so we have to dream dreams and try things, even if 
they end at some point.  

One of the most difficult decisions we face is when it's time to move on, give up or 
acknowledge defeat. Jesus speaks to his disciples when he sends the “70” about facing just such 
moments in their own ministries. 

I read a story about two brothers who were with their dad playing in the backyard. In the 
midst of their play his brother almost stepped upon a poisonous snake. The boys' father picked up 
a convenient garden hoe and dispatched the snake by cutting off its head. He placed the remains 
in a bucket. After conquering their fears, the boys decided to hazard a glimpse into the bucket.   
Immediately they sprang back! "Dad, the snake's still alive! It's still moving." 

Their dad calmly replied, "No, kids, the snake is already dead. It just doesn't know it yet." 
One endeavor that the Church has tried has been Café Friday. It started off well; a good 

number of people were gathering, but since that time, attendance has fallen off dramatically, to the 
point where only one or two people come. Perhaps it is because it is summer, perhaps it is not a 
ministry that the Church is willing to support, perhaps it is not a needed ministry. Whatever the  
reason, Café Friday has seen its last day on Friday, July 1, perhaps for the meantime, and may be 
resurrected at some point.  

This Church needs to dream dreams and try different things. The ministries of the Church 
need to be supported with time, talent, gifts, and financial support. I hope that the Church is       
wiggling because it is vital, active, and growing.  

 

 
WAIT! STOP THE PRESSES! NEW FLASH! BREAKING NEWS! 

 

 
I got a call last night that the new windows had arrived for the Office area and Pat Stanton 

and his crew would be here about 10:00 for the installation. They were here before 9:00 and, at the 
time of this writing (11:00 am), installation is almost complete. Such light in the Offices now! 

And what’s more, Chuck Roets is also here to move the thermostat from the hallway into the 
Office to better regulate heating and cooling and save the Church money. The Trustees have done 
awesome work!  When you have a chance, thank Mary Vande Zande, Curt Core, Jan Nickel, Steve 
Guell, and Gary Chase for all their hard work. 

So, the Church is taking care of what it has been given for infrastructure for the next and 
succeeding generations. Worship, ministry, outreach, and evangelism will still happen here for 
many years to come. 

178 years and still counting for the presence of God to be seen in the community of the 
Waupun United Methodist Church. 
 

 

 

Pastor Steve 
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GIVING  

Because our G+ 

 

 

Some things are simply a matter of perspective. We can be reminded often how words can be 

used to skew the truth. For instance, an interoffice softball game was held every year           

between the marketing department and support staff of one company. The day of the game, 

as hard as the marketers tried, the support staff whipped the marketing department soundly.  

In its best tradition, the marketing department decided to find the best “spin” they could on 

the dismal result. They showed how they earn their keep by posting this memo on the        

bulletin board after the game: “The marketing department is pleased to announce that for the 

recently completed softball season, we came in second place, having lost but one game all 

year. The support department, however, had a rather dismal season, as they won only one 

game all year.” On the other hand, hidden beauty can also be found by looking at a situation 

in a different way. A little girl named Lauren (age 5) reports, “I know my older sister loves me 

because she gives me all her old clothes and has to go out and buy new ones.” I think Lauren 

is on to something. Our entire lives can be shaped by perspective. How would I approach 

money, “stuff,” and giving if I knew that God had already given me everything I need, rather 

than seeing all of the things I “need” in the store windows? How would I treat others if I           

focused on the ways I could serve, rather than making sure everyone respected my rights? 

How would my marriage change if it were based on being one another’s servant rather than a 

struggle for power? What would my attitude be toward work be if I saw it as my God-given 

vocation rather than someplace I had to go to earn a paycheck? What if I saw Sunday as a true 

Sabbath a time for connecting with God and family and rest rather than a day to run the kids 

to more activities and the last day I have to get things done at home before I go to work? 

Sometimes we need God to help us see the world differently before we can live differently    

in it.  

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  

A Matter of Perspective  

July 2022  

Visit the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at 

www.wumf.org or Facebook/wumf.org Or call 1-888-903-9863 

http://www.wumf.org/
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UMC General Conference postponed till 2024; bishops to explore various pathways 
The Commission on the General Conference today announced the further postponement of     
the postponed 2020 General Conference of The United Methodist Church. The next General      
Conference will be in 2024.  
As the pandemic continues and the wait time for visas stretches to over two years in some   
countries, the Commission on the General Conference announced on March 3 that the 2020 
General Conference cannot be held in 2022 due to COVID-related and governmental policies/
constraints.   
Commission members received a report based on conversations with multiple officials of the     

U. S. Department of State outlining the massive backlog of visa applications in some areas.   

This backlog has led to wait times up to 800+ days for scheduling an initial interview. In addition,  

commission members described an increasingly complex interview process in some areas      

requiring two or three interviews, which also creates a roadblock that would preclude              

participation by many delegates outside the United States of America. 

Commission chairperson Kim Simpson said the decision to postpone once again was an         

exceedingly difficult one, with many factors to consider -- including visas and passports, the 

health and safety of delegates, volunteers and other attendees, vaccination rates, and the need 

for provisions for quarantine or medical care should any delegates contract COVID-19. 

The Book of Discipline 2016 requires the Commission to take necessary measures to assure   

full participation of all General Conference delegates. Consistent with that guidance, the            

Commission determined that the physical attendance of as many delegates as possible at the 

General Conference is critically necessary. 

A significant advantage of further postponing the 2020 General Conference to 2024 is that the 

Commission has already secured a venue for what would have been the regularly scheduled 

quadrennial event. An announcement about the location will be forthcoming as soon as the     

required logistical planning is complete.  

A technology study team appointed by the Commission reported in February 2021 that it       
wasn’t feasible to create a virtual alternative of the General Conference that would safeguard  
the integrity of the voting and credentialing process, meet legal requirements, and support the     
complexity of the legislative committees  required by ¶507.11 including but not limited to          
interpretation in multiple languages, and meaningful participation across multiple time zones. 
While many churches and organizations have adapted technology for events that are based 
heavily on presenter/observer situations, that is not the type of gathering that embodies a     
General Conference. Full participation of delegates in Christian conferencing as a means of 
grace was not seen as possible under these circumstances.  
About General Conference 
General Conference is the top policy-making body of The United Methodist Church. The          
assembly typically meets at the beginning of each quadrennium to consider revisions to church 
law, as well as adopt resolutions on current moral, social, public policy and economic issues. It 
also approves plans and budgets for church-wide programs for the next four years.  

https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATURtRZJ4t-2B9-2BlURbZxqWOA6IFB1zQ9xGKv-2Bq8y-2BIsuPW-2Ba6XcL-2F-2F193svceTzhQGA5zWz-2FDys8qCOFbSntqWgSg9Oesm-2B5UvKWeaaoYWfm8mV8ugY3hGGve7-2BUdcPmkFIcRRJk3cPPJZB8NqUi3k35HuHwlaVUVF39ccRD0o0pdS
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PRAYER CONCERNS 

 

 

Katie Schwanke    Ray Dolgner    Paula Wendt    Dick Walters    Ryan Giese                                                   
Pastor Rom Pegram   Mike Duer    Sam Schrader    Marge Schrader 

All affected by the coronavirus pandemic   

All impacted by the war in Ukraine                                                                            

Families and loved ones of recent mass shootings 

                 

                      Remember our homebound: 

At Home: Doris Laurain 

Christian Home: Jean Bartlett 

   Hillside Manor:  Joyce Berry 

         St. Francis Home, Fdl: Janette Ruck                                                                                
          Marvin’s Manor: Viola McRobert 

       Prairie Place, Ripon: Elaine Stanton 

Remembrance Home, Beaver Dam: Dick Walters 

             Prairie Ridge: June Witowich, Phyllis McDowell, Alice Chase 

 

A NOTE ON BULLETIN SPONSORSHIP: 

Sponsorship of weekly bulletins & livestream is available at $10 a Sunday. 

To sponsor a weekly bulletin, please contact the church office. 

  

 

  

 

    

 

 

 

                        

         

   1-Marjorie Schrader          25--Alicia Redman 

      Anne Gysbers             26-Grant Gysbers 

             3-Donna King              27-John Siedschlag       

             6-Tim Steinhardt                     Destiny Kappus               

           14-Ray Dolgner                   28-Reylyn Elvers 
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Date Day Place Description and time 

July 1 Friday 
Gathering 

Area Café’ Friday 9-11 am 

July 3 Sunday Church  Worship Service  9 am 

July 10 Sunday Church Worship Service  9 am 

July 11 Monday Library Worship Committee 5:15 pm 

July 12 Tuesday Library 
Trustees 5:30 pm 

Finance Committee 6:30 pm 

July 14 Thursday Library Dream Team 5:30 pm 

July 17 Sunday Church Worship Service  9 am 

July 24 Sunday Church Worship Service  9 am 

July 31 Sunday Church Worship Service  9 am 
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 3   White-Ludjack  

10  Dolgner-Schultz 

17  VanderSanden-Vanderkin 

24  Strehlow-Schaub 

31  White-Ludjack 

If you would like to help with this ministry 

or have questions about it, please talk to 

Wayne Strehlow.    

Upcoming Events 

 

Mark your calendars for….. 

The 2022 Brat Fry & Bake Sale! 

         

 Sept. 9-10, 2022 

    3     Laura Ten Pass 

  10 Sue Rens Guell 

  17 Sue Rens Guell 

  24 Jon Bartlett 

  31 Jon Bartlett 

 

 

 

July            Crackers 

Aug            Pasta sauce 

Sept   Cereal/breakfast items 

 

 

Ways to give 

and serve 
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Finance Committee News 

The members of the Waupun United Methodist Church continue to be faithful in your giving and, as a result, 

God has blest this Church with the resources to continue to do its work.  Thank you for your generosity.   

Weekly deposits have been a sign of health and promise: 

      May 29-$1440 June 5- $2385  June 12-$2840  June 19-$1907  June 26-$1800 

Thank you for your faithful giving.  It is an inspiration. 

  

 The Finance Committee and the Church Council have worked hard at presenting a responsible budget 
to the annual Church Conference every year – holding costs to no or reasonable increases.  Unfortunately, 
giving has not kept up with costs.  Church investments are tapped to help meet monthly expenses, but the 
intent of those investments is to provide major repairs and maintenance and not for general fund expenses.  
The Finance Committee is in discussion about a Stewardship Campaign for this fall which may help to         
balance the budget, but steady and increased giving are the best way to meet expenses.  The Committee is 
also discussing ways in which expenses may be reduced and those might include changes in staffing or staff 
compensation.  Will you consider an increase in your giving?  As of this morning (Friday) a key inflation gauge 
that the Federal Reserve follows had at inflation at 6.3% over the last year.   God bless you for your faithful 
giving!    
 

Waupun United Methodist Church - June 2022 

2022 General Fund Budget      $            180,044.00  

General Fund Offerings, Donations, Rental    
Income through 6/30/22 

  $          67,181.76   

Fundraisers to General Fund   $           3,831.06   

Total Received    $              71,012.82  

Percentage of Budget Received through  
6/30/22 

    39.4% 

    

    

    
  

2022 Apportionments Budget    $              24,192.00  

Overage from 2021 Applied to 2022   $           1,359.28   

Collected 1/1 - 6/30/22   $           7,055.00   

    

Total Paid through 6/30/22   $           8,414.28   
Percentage of Apportionments Paid  34.8%  

Remainder due for 2022 Apportionments    $            15,777.72  
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Mission Statements 

As needs change in the world, as churches change, it is good to revisit the mission 

of our Church.  You have been asked to submit a one-sentence mission statement 

of what you hear God calling this Church to do and to be; some suggestions are: 

The mission of the Waupun United Methodist Church is: 

To follow John Wesley’s urging to uphold the teachings of Jesus to the fullest     

extent possible. 

 To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

 To lead people to become fully devoted followers of Christ. 

 To bring people to Jesus, develop them to Christlike maturity, and equip them for their ministry in 
 the church, the community and global United Methodist ministries. 

The Church is receiving a gift from National Rivet. The Church parking lot is already provided to National 
Rivet and its employees at no cost. In return, National Rivet cuts the grass and is prepared to have the 
overgrown maple trees trimmed and the parking lot partially regraded at no cost to the Church. They  
also keep the parking lot plowed during the winter. Please keep them in your prayers and give thanks to 
God for being good neighbors.  

 

The Waupun United Methodist Church has responded to the crisis in Ukraine by donating $2,100 to  

date.  Thank you for your generosity. 

United Methodists and others wishing to provide humanitarian assistance to the Ukrainian people may 

contribute to:                                                                        

United Methodist Global Ministries Advance #982450,                                                                                                     

UMCOR International Disaster Response and Recovery. 

**Make check out to WUMC  **Write in “memo” area on check. 

 

The Church is in need of someone, male or female, young or older, to mow the grass 

around the Church. Mower, gas, and all equipment provided.  Pay is $20 per event.       

If you’re able and interested, contact any of the Trustees, Mary Vande Zande, Jan   

Nickel, Steve Guell, Gary Chase, Curt Core, or Pastor Steve.  Help keep our Church 

grounds looking beautiful. 

https://umcmission.org/umcor/how-to-assist-the-ukrainian-people/
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        REACH        School Supply 

 — W A U P U N —         Distribution Event  

 

Dear Waupun Area Church and Community Members,  

REACH Waupun will once again be hosting the annual School Supply Distribution. We have 

found that collecting only monetary donations for us to purchase the supplies works the 

best. We thank you in advance for your monetary donations instead of actual supplies.  

Please feel free to include the attached flyer in your church bulletins/communications!  

Checks should be made out to REACH Waupun, Inc. with "School Supply Distribution" in the 

memo. Your church office can collect them and forward them to REACH, or you can mail  

directly to PO Box 302, Waupun, WI 53963. We are also willing to come collect any donations 

from your church directly.  

Please make your donations by July 29, 2022.  

 

DONATE!  
——online at www.reachwaupun.org/school-supply-distribution 

—by check made out to REACH Waupun with "School Supply 

Distribution" in the memo. Can be submitted to your church office or 

sent to: REACH Waupun PO Box 302 Waupun, WI 53963  

Please make your donations by July 29 2022.  

Questions? Call 920-325-2011  
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Church Activities , under the leadership of the Dream Team 

In July and August we couple with REACH to serve our community children: 

 1.  Donate money for school supplies to be given to needy children at the beginning of the 

school year.  In other years the supplies themselves were donated but donating money 

seems to be more effective in acquiring just what is needed.  

 Make checks out to REACH Donations due 7/29. 

 2.  Bag lunches for children to be served at the Food Pantry.  Our week is Aug. 22-25.   

       Sign up at church or call the church office to get involved.   

 You can do any of the following: 

       Volunteer food items, call the church office to select from our needs 

Assemble lunch bags after church on Sunday, Aug. 21   Great fun!                                                

Volunteer to distribute bags to children.  Distribution from 11-1 M-TH 

              Make a donation to the cost of the food that is not volunteered   

Church fundraisers for the Fall and Winter: 

1.  Christmas cut-out cookies or gingerbread cookies will be sold as last year.  See August newsletter     

for order forms.  Orders are due by August 25. 

 

2.  A brat fry is set at the Piggly Wiggly on Friday Sept. 9 and Saturday Sept 10.  Volunteers are needed   

to grill, sell, provide bake sale items, and EAT!  Over $1700 was netted in the May fry. 

Annual Conference 2022 Ingathering Results 

Annual Conference took place from June 10-13, 2022 in at the KI Convention Center in Green Bay. The      

Wisconsin Conference will be releasing a Special Edition Newsletter with all Annual Conference Highlights   

later this week- stay tuned! Here are the 2022 Ingathering Collection Results: 
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Waupun United Methodist Church   

199 E. Jefferson St. 

Waupun, WI   53963         

  

The People of the  

Waupun United Methodist Church  

along with Pastor Steve Miller  

invite you to come for worship on Sunday morning. 

Worship begins at 9am 

For information,  

call the Church Office at 920-324-9721 or  

email at WaupunUMC@gmail.com or  

check out the church website:  waupunumc.com or  

our Facebook page:  United Methodist Church-Waupun 


