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CIRCUIT RIDER 
June, 2022 

THE WAUPUN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Telephone: 920-324-9721 

Church e-mail: waupunumc@gmail.com    

Check out our Facebook page  

 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called              

Children of God” (Matthew 5:9) 

 

Siblings in Christ, 

  Some days the pain is so overwhelming that words are hard to come by. These are the 

times we are called to our knees. I write to invite you to pray that we might be fed by God’s     

solidarity with humanity and consider our Christian duty to be peacemakers. 

  The core of Jesus’ teaching is nonviolence, but that is not a passive route. Peacemaking 

seeks to actively bless our interdependence with unconditional regard for the neighbor. Jesus 

promises those who act as peacemakers will offer a witness that is so remarkable that       

peacemakers will be called children of God. 

  We have declared many times that we cannot condone white supremacy.  The hate crime 

in Buffalo targeting our African American siblings, the hate crime in Laguna targeting Taiwanese 

people, the hate crime in Dallas against Koreans, and the gun violence in Milwaukee over the 

weekend, call us to our knees that we may ask God—what can we do to live as peacemakers? 

Why, in this country, is there a mass shooting of four or more every day?  Let us be in prayer 

and more: call an end to the voices of white supremacy and systems that create violence.     

Children of God must pursue peace-making in this society. 

  Siblings in Christ, peace is not achieved by coercion, intimidation, or making persons an 

object of hatred. Peace is a gift of God that brings a measure of God’s presence, a fruit of the 

Holy Spirit. Christians must love God enough to call for change in systems that embed racism. 

Christians must trust God more than assault rifles of the kind used in Buffalo. Christians must 

love God more than current solutions that are not working—can we love God enough to listen for 

the prophetic imagination that would allow the lion to lie down with the lamb? 

  There is no time to wait to advance the interdependent good of God’s realm. Repressed 

demands for justice will not give birth to peacemaking. We need political change but more: to be 

fed by God’s peace that you might make the prince of peace the cornerstone of your life, your 

church, and the unifying witness of compassion to your community.   Cont.  P. 9 

    
 

mailto:waupunumc@gmail.com
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 Many are grieved, confused, uncertain, angry about, not 

just the recent mass shootings at Webb Elementary School in 

Uvalde and at the Topps Grocery in Buffalo, but what seems to 

be a growing curse in our country. I don’t know the statistics of 

recent shootings compared to shootings over the course of  

history or how death counts compare to other types of deaths, 

but these shootings should concern us. I recently read an article 

asking if Americans are becoming anesthetized to mass shootings, gun violence, and 

deaths of children. Once upon a time, this article stated, the death of a child was          

abhorrent, but now it is just another statistic.  

 Our District Superintendent is expecting the clergy in her District to preach on the 

subject this Sunday, but this article in our newsletter gives me the opportunity to write 

about it. People are gathering to grieve and mourn. There have been press conferences 

from our political leaders. It is the subject of many “water-cooler” conversations. People 

ask the questions, why? And what can be done? Politicians and lawmakers are blamed. 

Others point to a mental health crisis. This last shooter had, from what I understand, neither 

criminal record nor history of mental health issues. 

 I wonder if a person can not legally drink, should they be able to purchase a semi-

automatic weapon? I’ve lived in Wisconsin my whole life and I reluctantly understand the 

reasons for owning weapons. I get having a gun for hunting and for sports like trapshooting 

or target-shooting. Is there any legitimate reason that an individual needs a semi-

automatic weapon? If those types of weapons are banned, an individual bent on killing 

will find some other way. Hand-gun deaths are at epidemic proportions as well. 

 There are laws that could, and I feel should, be enacted which could reduce the 

gun violence and deaths in the country, but these are not the ultimate answer. I don’t 

know what is. Perhaps it is the loss of absence of close relationships between people. It’s 

not just social distance due to pandemic, it is more of a growing malady in society that 

people are less connected than we once were. Families are broken, neighborhoods no 

longer exist, church bonds have withered. Do people care about each other to know 

about and get involved in other’s lives? Are people willing to have relationships of           

understanding and connection?  

 This Sunday, I get to preach about unity:  the unity of God and the unity of the 

Church. I suggest that when people know each other and are united in common ethics, 

they are less likely to want to hurt each other or to, at least, feel remorse and want to 

make restitution and recompense for the hurt they cause.  

 If Christians, if the Church, are truly committed to following Jesus, we have to be  

willing and proactive in establishing loving and caring relationships with people:  seeing 

their needs and acting to care for those needs.  When we truly “see” another, we           

become them, and they become us, and we can find unity.  

There, that’s my sermon. Churches have the prayer covered; actions are still        

necessary. Let us continue to pray but also work. Pray and work that God’s new heaven 

and new earth will come in completeness soon.  
 
 

 

 

 

Pastor Steve 
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GIVING  

Because our G+ 

 

 

2021 To be a follower of Jesus means to be willing to sacrifice ourselves for the good of all. It means to 

be willing to deny ourselves for the benefit of all of humanity. I recently read about a man named   

Thomas Cannon who did this in a truly remarkable way. He was a postal worker in Richmond, Virginia, 

who lived much of his life on the edge of poverty so that he could give to those in need. Describing   

himself as “a poor man’s philanthropist,” he gave away more than $150,000 to people who were        

experiencing hard times, or who had been unusually kind or brave. He gave these gifts over the last 33 

years of his life, mostly in the form of $1,000 checks. He traced his inspiration to his time in the Navy. 

While he was away at signal school, there was a shipboard explosion at the Port of Chicago and may of 

his shipmates were killed. He concluded that he was spared for a reason — to help others, to be a role 

model, to inspire people to see what he called “the oneness of it all.” Cannon gave to people of all ages, 

races, nationalities, and incomes. He gave to a low-income woman who started a youth center in her 

apartment complex . . . to a retired postal worker who was a regular volunteer at an elementary school . 

. . to a woman and a man who wanted to return to Vietnam to visit their hometown . . . to an advocate 

for the victims of crime . . . and to a teenager who had been abandoned as an infant but grew up to be 

named Virginia’s Youth of the Year. This generosity didn’t come without sacrifice. Cannon supported his 

wife, his two sons, and himself and his charitable efforts on a salary that never exceeded $20,000 a year. 

When he retired from the postal service in 1983, he and his wife lived near the poverty line on his     

pension. “We lived simply,” he said before his death in 2005, “so we could give money away.” He wasn’t 

unhappy about these sacrifices. In fact, he had a great sense of humor, one that he kept even after     

being diagnosed with terminal cancer. As his health was failing, he told the Richmond newspaper,         

“A Baptist deacon who owed me $200 died recently. First thing I’m going to do when I get to the other 

side is run him down.” Thomas Cannon didn’t want a foundation to be set up to continue his work after 

his death. He feared that a foundation would require a bureaucracy, and tons of paperwork. He didn’t 

even what his name attached to anything. He just left one simple request: “Help somebody.”  

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  

Good 

June, 2022  

Visit the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at 

www.wumf.org or Facebook/wumf.org Or call 1-888-903-9863 

http://www.wumf.org/
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INGATHERING 2022 

 

All items should be delivered to the Ingathering truck at WI Annual Conference 2022 which will                               
be located on Elm Street behind the KI Convention Center. 

Volunteers will be on hand to load supplies: Friday, June 10
th

 10am – 4pm                                                                      
           Saturday, June 11

th
 8am – 2pm.  

 

Items collected for the 2022 Ingathering will again include those designated for 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center and those designated for Wisconsin          
Conference Agencies and Projects: Harbor House, Northcott, UM Children’s      
Services and Solomon Outreach. When the items are delivered to Annual Confer-
ence in June, we will ask for a list of the items donated; you can help the person 
who delivers the items – and save everyone some time- by having that list       
available with the supplies. All items should be NEW – and all kits should have   
only the items requested. Thanks! 

Listed below are the items for the Wisconsin Annual Conference Hospitality Kits. Please 
note that these are similar to, but not the same as the Personal Dignity Kits listed on the 
back for MMDC. Place each WAC Kit in a 1-gallon plastic zipper bag. PLEASE BE SURE 
TO LABEL AS A WAC Kit! 

Home Care Kit ($20 Value) • 2 Liquid Household Cleaners - 16-40 oz No spray bottles • 
2 Dish Soaps - 16-34 oz • 2 Liquid Laundry Detergents - 32-64 oz • 1 Scrub Brush - with 
or without handle • 1 - 5 gallon Round Bucket with resealable lid. All items must be NEW 
& placed in the bucket. 

Personal Dignity Kit ($15 Value) • 1 Bath Hand Towel - No kitchen towels • 1 Bath 
Washcloth - No dishcloths • 1 Adult Toothbrush - No multi-packs • 1 Bar Soap - 3-4 oz •  
1 Shampoo - 15-18 oz • 1 Deodorant - 2-3 oz - stick, roll on, or pump • 1 1-gallon            
Resealable Plastic Bag 

$2 donation for razor and toothpaste (do not put in kit). All other items must be NEW & 
placed in a 1-gallon resealable plastic bag. 

Bring a monetary donation to Annual Conference or send to: 

Wisconsin Conference, 750 Windsor Street, Suite 104, Sun Prairie, WI 53950 

Please write check to: Wisconsin Conference,  

add Ingathering & name of the kit to memo line. 

 Pastor Steve will be attending the Annual Conference this year and can drop off your          
INGATHERING donations. 

If you have questions, contact: 

Bonnie Clement                                                        Mary Balson 
MMDC Delegate for WI Conference                         Mission Motivation Chair 

                   262-497-9969                                        920-922-6332 or 715-495-1213 
bonnieclement05@gmail.com                                  mbalson43@gmail.com 

mailto:bonnieclement05@gmail.com
mailto:mbalson43@gmail.com
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PRAYER CONCERNS 

 

 

Ray Dolgner    Paula Wendt    Dick Walters    Ryan Giese                                                                 
Pastor Rom Pegram   Mike Duer    Sam Schrader    Marge Schrader 

All affected by the coronavirus pandemic                                                                   
All impacted by the war in Ukraine                                                                            

Families and loved ones of recent mass shootings 

                 

                      Remember our homebound: 

At Home: Doris Laurain,  Jean Bartlet 

    Christian Home: Louise Miescke 

   Hillside Manor:  Joyce Berry 

         St. Francis Home, Fdl: Janette Ruck                                                                                
          Marvin’s Manor: Viola McRobert 

       Prairie Place, Ripon: Elaine Stanton 

Remembrance Home, Beaver Dam: Dick Walters 

             Prairie Ridge: June Witowich, Phyllis McDowell, Alice Chase 

 

A NOTE ON BULLETIN SPONSORSHIP: 

Sponsorship of weekly bulletins & livestream is available at $10 a Sunday. 

To sponsor a weekly bulletin, please contact the church office. 

  

 

  

 

    

 

 

 

                        

         

 7-June Witowich                21-John Gysbers, Jr. 

    Ann Dorgan            24-Larry Vande Zande 

         10-Phil Ruck               26-Trisha Visser        

         12-Deb White                       28-Julie Schelter                

         20-Marsha Schaub               29-Emily Brown                                 

                                 Betty Buchholz & Sadie Visser 
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Date Day Place Description and time 

June 3 Friday 
Gathering  

Area         Café’ Friday 9-11 am 

June 5 Sunday Church Worship Service  9 am 

June 10 Friday 
Gathering 

Area Café Friday 9-11 am 

June 10-13 Fri-Mon Green Bay Annual Church Conference 

June 12 Sunday Church Worship Service  9 am 

June 14 Tuesday Library 
Trustees 5:30 pm 

Finance Committee 6:30 pm 

June 16  Thursday Library Dream Team 5:30 pm 

June 17 Friday 
Gathering 

Area Café Friday 9-11 am 

June 19 Sunday Church Worship Service  9 am 

June 24 Friday   
Gathering  

Area Café Friday 9-11 am 

June 26  Sunday Church Worship Service  9 am 
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 5   White-Ludjack   

12  Dolgner-Schultz 

19  VanderSanden –Vanderkin 

26  Strehlow-Schaub 

If you would like to help with this ministry 

or have  questions about it, please talk to 

Wayne Strehlow.    

 

 

Upcoming Event 

 

Mark your calendars for….. 

 

The 2022 Brat Fry & Bake Sale! 

            

Sept. 9-10, 2022 

 

    5 Sue Rens Guell 

  12 Sue Rens Guell 

  19 Jon Bartlett 

  26 Laura Ten Pass 

   

June           Applesauce  

July            Crackers 

Aug            Pasta sauce 

Sept   Cereal/breakfast items 

 

 

 

You will notice a change in the 

Church calendar format.  Let us 
know what you think. Is it easier 

to read or do you prefer the 
previous week-by week format? 
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Finance Committee News 

The members of the Waupun United Methodist Church continue to be faithful in your giving and, as a result, 

God has blest this Church with the resources to continue to do its work.  Thank you for your generosity.   

Weekly deposits have been a sign of health and promise: 

     May 1-$4095     May 8-$1710     May 15-$3365         May 22-$2152  May 29-N/A 

Thank you for your faithful giving.  It is an inspiration. 

Waupun United Methodist Church - May 2022 
    

2022 General Fund Budget      $   180,044.00  

General Fund Offerings, Donations, Rental Income through 5/25/22   $ 55,904.76   

Fundraisers to General Fund   $  3,831.06   

   Total Received    $     59,735.82  

Percentage of Budget Received through  5/25/22     33.2% 

    

    

    

  

2022 Apportionments Budget    $     24,192.00  

Overage from 2021 Applied to 2022   $  1,359.28   

Collected 1/1 - 5/25/22   $  5,945.00   

    

Total Paid through 5/25/22   $  7,304.28   

Percentage of Apportionments Paid  30.2%  
Remainder due for 2022 Apportionments      $  16,887.72  

 The Finance Committee and the Church Council have worked hard at presenting a responsible budget 
to the annual Church Conference every year – holding costs to no or reasonable increases.  Unfortunately, 
giving has not kept up with costs.  Church investments are tapped to help meet monthly expenses, but the 
intent of those investments is to provide major repairs and maintenance and not for general fund expenses.  
The Finance Committee is in discussion about a Stewardship Campaign for this fall which may help to         
balance the budget, but steady and increased giving are the best way to meet expenses.  The Committee is 
also discussing ways in which expenses may be reduced and those might include changes in staffing or staff 
compensation.  Will you consider an increase in your giving?  As of this morning (Friday) a key inflation gauge 
that the Federal Reserve follows had at inflation at 6.3% over the last year.   God bless you for your faithful 
giving!    
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Worship news 

 Pastor Steve will be gone  on Sunday, June 5, at a block flute 

(recorder) symposium at UW Whitewater, so, instead of the usual 1st 

Sunday in June Communion, we will celebrate at the Lord’s Table on    

Sunday, May 29.  He will also be gone on Sunday, June 12, for the         

Wisconsin Annual Conference at the KI Center in Green Bay.  Thanks to 

Edie Illinski, a Certified Lay Speaker from the Randolph United Methodist 

Church, for leading worship and preaching on those two Sundays.   

 

 

Mission Statements 

 

As needs change in the world, as churches change, it is good to revisit the mission 

of our Church.  You have been asked to submit a one-sentence mission statement 

of what you hear God calling this Church to do and to be; some suggestions are: 

The mission of the Waupun United Methodist Church is: 

 To follow John Wesley’s urging to uphold the teachings of Jesus to the fullest extent possible. 

 To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

 To lead people to become fully devoted followers of Christ. 

 To bring people to Jesus, develop them to Christlike maturity, and equip them for their ministry in 
the church, the community and global United Methodist ministries. 

From p. 1 

We learn from the grief of racism hard truths about the body of Christ. Those who are vulnerable teach 

us that we have not heard their cries. We learn from this grief that proclamation of a nonviolent Christ 

cannot be muted. We learn through pain to grow in love. We learn again that personal holiness must  

involve social holiness.  This is not just a political issue, let's live an interdependent good where people 

make neighbors, change systems, and create a new axis of creativity centered on goodness. Know that I 

am praying for you. 

  

In hope. 

Hee-Soo Jung, PhD. 

Bishop Wisconsin Conference UMC 
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The Church is in need of someone, male or female, young or older, to mow the grass 

around the Church. Mower, gas, and all equipment provided.  Pay is $20 per event.  

If you’re able and interested, contact any of the Trustees, Mary Vande Zande, Jan 

Nickel, Steve Guell, Gary Chase, Curt Core, or Pastor Steve.  Help keep our Church 

grounds looking beautiful. 

 

 The people are the Church the Waupun United Methodist Church, but the church is also a building 
and the health of the building needs to be maintained as much as the spiritual health of the Congregation.  
God has called specific and special individuals from within the Congregation to care for the health of Church 
assets.  Mary Vande Zande, Gary Chase, Steve Guell, Jan Nickel, and Curt Core stay on top of maintenance 
needs of the church building and assets so that they will be in place for the community and the next           
generation of Church members to benefit from. 
 You have seen the beautiful flowers planted at the Jefferson Street and Forest Street entrances.     
You are already aware and may have benefited from the automatic door into the Church Office.  Roof, 
gutter/downspouts, soffit/fascia, interior painting, new carpet in the Sanctuary, restoration of stained glass 
windows and so much more are all from the work of the Trustees.   
 And the list goes on.  By the time you read this, the two large round windows in the Sanctuary may 
have been or will be removed to the workshop of Staige Stained Glass Restoration in Onalaska.  The rest of 
the Sanctuary windows will follow.  The Trustees received a bid for landscaping around the Church campus 
and a bid for cleaning/repainting the “stucco” on the building will soon follow.  After decades of faithful    
service, the seals of the windows in the Office have failed and those four windows will be replaced by new 
windows in the next couple of months. 
 Another exciting development in the life of the Church is a new ministry for the Wesley Center.    
From an initial call of interest from the Wee Care Child Center, the Trustees have negotiated an agreement 
for Wee Care to use the Wesley Center Monday through Friday from the beginning of June until the end of     
August.  This is a win-win-win.  Child Care is at a premium in the community and this Wesley Center space 
gives Wee Care a larger facility to provide child care and it brings additional income to the Church as well as 
fulfilling the original goal of the Wesley Center to serve the community.  
 Praise God for all of His wonderful gifts! 
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                     Brat Fry 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Brat Fry on May 6th-7th. We ended 

up with a total of $2010.56 raised for the church.  Fun was had by all despite the 

gusty winds. Thanks again!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

Flower Sale 

Also thank you to everyone who participated in the Flower Sale. We made a profit 

of $818.00. Thank you all! 

 

 
 
 

                    

 

The Waupun United Methodist Church has responded to 

the crisis in Ukraine by donating $1,975 To date.  Thank 

you for your generosity. 

United Methodists and others wishing to provide humanitarian assistance to the 

Ukrainian people may contribute to:                                                                        

United Methodist Global Ministries Advance #982450,                                                                                                     

UMCOR International Disaster Response and Recovery. 

**Make check out to WUMC  **Write in “memo” area on check. 

https://umcmission.org/umcor/how-to-assist-the-ukrainian-people/
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Waupun United Methodist Church   

199 E. Jefferson St. 

Waupun, WI   53963         

  

The People of the  

Waupun United Methodist Church  

along with Pastor Steve Miller  

invite you to come for worship on Sunday morning. 

Worship begins at 9am 

For information,  

call the Church Office at 920-324-9721 or  

email at WaupunUMC@gmail.com or  

check out the church website:  waupunumc.com or  

our Facebook page:  United Methodist Church-Waupun 


