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CIRCUIT RIDER 
March, 2023 

THE WAUPUN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Telephone: 920-324-9721 

Church e-mail: waupunumc@gmail.com 

Church website: waupunumc.com  

 

 

The World Day of Prayer is an international ecumenical Christian laywomen's initiative. It is 

run under the motto “Informed Prayer and Prayerful Action,” and is celebrated annually in 

over 170 countries on the first Friday in March. The movement aims to bring together women 

of various races, cultures and traditions in a yearly common Day of Prayer, as well as in closer 

fellowship, understanding and action throughout the year.  

 

We need to pray for our world and for the countries of the world, including our 

own.  To that end, every year the 1st Thursday in May is dedicated to a        

National Day of Prayer.  This year, Waupun will have the opportunity to come 

together for an evening of prayer for our country on Thursday, May 4 in the   

Auditorium of City Hall. Clergy from the area, government and school officials, 

business leaders and  outreach leaders will lead Waupun in prayer. Tentatively 

set for 6:00 pm, watch for details for this important event in the life of the    

community. 

 

 

mailto:waupunumc@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecumenical
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Day_of_Prayer
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 Every age is plagued by uncertainty—ours included.  The Waupun United 
Methodist Church has experienced uncertainty and change over the last 6 or 
more years. The coronavirus pandemic has caused worldwide and cultural      
uncertainty and turmoil.  The war in Ukraine continues on into its second year 
affecting the entire world.  Economic and cultural change compels us to crawl 
back into the burrow with Jimmy or Phil or Dunkirk Dave or whomever might be 
your choice for the “real” and “true” weather groundhog—not just for six more 
weeks but six more years or longer.   
 Today’s Wisconsin Conference Council on Finance and Administration meeting was filled with 
uncertainty as well.  There is always the usual uncertainty about local Churches’ payment of         
apportionments or lack thereof and how that affects the ministry that we can do in Wisconsin, its 
communities, local churches, and around the world, but this year we have the added uncertainty of 
disaffiliation. About fifty local churches in the Wisconsin Conference will hold meetings to vote on 
disaffiliation by the middle of the month.  Some(?)/many(?)/all(?) will vote to leave the United     
Methodist Church and join the Global Methodist Church, become independent, or yoke with another 
church or denomination.  It is cause for grief that we will be separated from people we have known, 
worshipped with, and done ministry with for years. 
 Some clergy will leave, some churches and clergy will be separated from each other, for good 
or for grief.  Will we still need 5 District Superintendents for 5 Districts?  Circuits will change.  Will 
Wisconsin soon be yoked with the Northern Illinois Conference?  Will we have a new Bishop?  The 
United Methodist Church Conference in Wisconsin will not be the same.  Wisconsin will not lose1/2 
of its churches as will Texas, but we all still will lose. 
 Things will be different.  We will be changed and transformed.  In spite of it all, and in the 
midst of change, we still have the opportunity to do the work that God has laid out for us and to be 
the Church that God has designed us to be.  We can still be the Church with the special and unique 
gifts that God has given. 
 The Waupun United Methodist Church is doing good work. Take a look on page 6 of this 
newsletter at the long list of items you have donated to the Food Pantry.  And that is only one month. 
The Waupun United Methodist Church has paid 100% of our apportionments again last year!  You 
are having an impact in places and with people that you cannot even imagine.  Because of that,  
Wisconsin was only one of seven Conferences to pay their full apportionments to the General 
Church last year!  Only one of seven worldwide!! 
 In the past few years, the Church has come together to make a commitment to repair, restore, 
and remodel its physical plant.  There is a Confirmation class.  There are children in a Sunday 
school.  The Church still has a choir.  At least fifteen people have committed themselves to a weekly 
Bible Study this Lent.  If these aren’t signs of Amazing Grace at work! You were involved in the first 
Waupun service of Lessons and Carols and, I have no doubt, will be involved in Waupun’s National 
Day of Prayer and the community worship service at Celebrate Waupun.  In-person worship           
attendance has increased this year when too many churches are seeing decreases.  And that 
doesn’t include the people who are worshipping online. 
 Fifty years after it was built, the Wesley Center is still what it was first intended to be:  a      
resource for the community.  The Waupun Area School District is still leasing the building for its K 
and Pre-K students.  What a noisy place it is during the week!  Wee Care Child Care will be back 
this summer, offering a place for children for between school years.  That is a wonderful service.  
Seniors have found a place to play pickleball.  The Wesley Center has seen birthday parties and 
family gatherings and funeral luncheons.  The Waupun United Methodist Church even serves just by 
have a building available. 
 What more is there to celebrate?  Look around.  There’s lots more-more than I have room for 
in this short article.  Talk it up!  Tell the good news of how God’s Amazing Grace is alive and well in 
the Waupun United Methodist Church. Crawl out of the burrow.  Phil and Jimmy and Dunkirk Dave 
are all wrong.  Spring is already here in the Waupun United Methodist 
Church. 

 

Pastor Steve 
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GIV-

ING  

Because our G+ 

 

 

Visit the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at 

www.wumf.org or Facebook/wumf.org Or call 1-888-903-9863 

         What Do You Really Want?  

                    March 2023  

    

 

“He who loves money will not be satisfied with money . . .” Ecclesiastes 5:10  

Many people will say that they want more money. But, the truth is that’s not what people   
really want. As far as I know, we still cannot eat money, make clothes from it, or build a house 
with it. If we were stranded on a deserted island, it would be practically useless to us.  

No one really wants money. Instead, they want what they think it will provide for them. For 
some people, more, nicer, newer stuff; others want the sense of security or power they think 
it provides.  

I would argue that, until we understand what motivates our desire for money, we won’t be at 
peace in our relationship with it.  

This Lenten season, I would encourage you to take time to figure out your money motivation 
by taking this Money Motivation Quiz. As it notes, none of the motivations are inherently 
good or bad, but each does have a “dark side”. More than just allowing us to lean into the 
positive parts of our motivation and avoid the dark side, knowing that people may have  
different motivations regarding money than we do, will help us when we deal with money in 
our relationships.  

Ultimately, we believe that loving God and loving our neighbor as ourselves is our greatest   
priority. It is always easier to do so when we know ourselves well.  

 

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  

 

http://www.wumf.org/
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PRAYER CONCERNS  

Joyce Brown   Ray Dolgner   Janette Ruck  

Paula Wendt   Ryan Giese   Mike Duer     

   Bob Bradley   Tammy Kasuboski                                                                                                

Jessica and Brian Jacobson                                                                                                   

All impacted by the war in Ukraine  

                 

                      Remember our homebound: 

Prairie Place, Ripon: Elaine Stanton 

 Hillside Manor, Beaver Dam:  Joyce Berry 

                Remembrance Home, Beaver Dam: Dick Walters 

             Prairie Ridge: June Witowich, Phyllis McDowell, Alice Chase, Betty Buchholz 

                          

To sponsor a weekly bulletin, please contact the church office. 

                        Sponsorship is at $10/Sunday      

               

      1-Dara Bronson  23-Joyce Berry  

                Laura Schelter  24-Jeanne Ludjack 

         Taylor Stanton       Mila Federer 

     4-Dianne Strehlow  30-Jeanette Rohr 

   10-Alice Chase             Scarlett Visser 

                Bill Brown 

       Gary Schulz      
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Date Day Place Description and time 

March 1 Wednesday Church 
Lenten Bible Study 6 pm 

Choir Rehearsal 7 pm 

March 3 Friday  World Day of Prayer 

March 5 Sunday Church 
Worship Service 9 am 

Confirmation After Service 

March 8 Wednesday Church 
Lenten Bible Study 6 pm 

Choir Rehearsal 7 pm 

March 12  Sunday Church 
Worship Service 9 am 

Confirmation After Service 

March 13 Monday Library    Worship Committee 5:15 pm 

March 14 Tuesday Library 
 Trustee Committee 5:30pm 

  Finance Committee 6:30 pm 

March 15 Wednesday Church 
Lenten Bible Study 6 pm 

Choir Rehearsal 7 pm 

March 16 Thursday Library Dream Team 5:30 pm 

March 19 Sunday Church 
Worship Service 9 am 

Confirmation After Service 

March 21 Tuesday Church    Elizabeth Circle 1:30 pm 

March 22 Wednesday Church 
Lenten Bible Study 6pm 

Choir Rehearsal 7 pm 

March 26 Sunday Church 
Worship Service 9 am 

Confirmation After Service 

March 29 Wednesday Church 
Lenten Bible Study 6 pm 

Choir Rehearsal 7 pm 
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   5  Duer-White 

 12  White-Ludjack 

 19  Dolgner-Schulz  

 26  VanderSanden-Ludjack   

If you would like to help with this ministry 

or have questions about it, please talk to 

Wayne Strehlow.    

 

 

 

 

March  Canned Fruit 

 April  Paper Products 

 

    5   Sue Rens Guell 

  12   Not yet scheduled 

  19   Not yet scheduled 

  26   Not yet scheduled 

   
   

 
27 cans Variety of Soup 
16 cans Chunky Soup 
3 cans Tomato Soup 
2 cans Crème of Chicken 
1 lg can Crème of Mushroom 
2 cans Tuna Fish 
2 cans Hormel Chili  
5 bxs Pasta 
1 Tatar Topper 
2 Shirts 
4 prs of socks 
  

Ways to give  

and serve 

    

  FISH FRY 

The Knights of Columbus fish fries at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Waupun continues through       
Friday, April 7

th
.  Serving will take place at the Parish Center from 5-7 pm. Dine-in or carry 

out. Dinners will include 12 oz of beer battered cod, French fries or potato salad, coleslaw, a slice   
of marble rye bread, a dill pickle spear, and tartar sauce.  Dine in patrons will  also be served coffee, 
milk, or water.  Soda and beer will be available at an additional charge. Dinners are $12 each. 
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Finance Committee News 

The members of the Waupun United Methodist Church continue to be faithful in your giving and, as a result, 

God has blest this Church with the resources to continue to do its work.  Thank you for your generosity.   

Weekly deposits have been a sign of health and promise: 

    January 29-$1,170               February 5- $3250                  February 12-$2027                 February 19– $2875           
      February 26- $1270                    
 

Total:$10,592        Budgeted costs for February $15,004         Profit/Loss: -$4,412 
 

    Thank you for your faithful giving.  It is an inspiration. 

  

  

 

Waupun United Methodist Church - February 2023 

    

2023 General Fund Budget      $            179,684.00  

General Fund Offerings, Donations,           
Rental Income through 2/28/23 

  $26,962.00   

   Total Received    $              26,962.00  

Percentage of Budget Received 
through  2/28/23 

    15.0% 

    

    

    
  

2023 Apportionments Budget    $              23,369.00  
Collected 1/1 - 2/28/23   $3,625.00   

    
Total Paid through 2/28/23   $3,625.00   
Percentage of Apportionments Paid  15.5%  
Remainder due for 2023 Apportionments    $            19,744.00  
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Sometimes the experiences of life prevent us from seeing God’s amazing grace sprinkled through  
every moment of life, so it is good for us to remember.  This year, 2023, is the 150th anniversary of the hymn, 
Amazing Grace, and, as we in the Waupun United Methodist Church focus on Amazing Grace this year,  you 
are invited to join a Bible Study on Amazing Grace every Wednesday, starting March 1 and concluding on 
April 5. In the Study we will look back at biblical characters who all teach us something about God’s Amazing 
Grace. 

David, 
a man after God’s own heart, who had suffered greatly from his sins, was still chosen by God, not only 

to be king of Israel but to be the ancestor of the promised Messiah, the Savior who would be called the Son 
of David. 

Isaiah 
 There are some experiences in life and when we face death that are so profound that we 

question our very existence and our purpose in life. The prophet Isaiah did not have a near-death experience 
but, having experienced a vision of God enthroned in his temple, cried out, “Woe is me!  I am lost!”  But he 
was not lost; he did not die. As Isaiah’s vision continued, he experienced the amazing grace of God and lived. 

The Prodigal Son 
 A lost sheep, a lost coin, a lost son.  In each of those three parables told by Jesus, we can see 

just how precious the lost ones are.  Jesus spoke of the purpose for which he had come, to save lost sinners:  
“The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19.10).  These parables, and the last one in         
particular, tell of the “prodigal” Father, who will go to any lengths to offer forgiveness and salvation to those 
who “were blind, but now [can] see” the amazing grace of God. 

The Blind Man 
 “What do you want?” Jesus asked. “I want to see,” said the blind man.  When we were lost 

and blind in our sins, God sent His Son to save us.  The apostle Paul writes, “God shows his love for us in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5.8).  The grace-filled love of God was displayed in the 
blind man as Jesus healed him.  God’s grace is revealed to others as we share that grace. 

The Penitent Thief 
 “Today, I tell you, you will be with me in heaven.”  That time has not yet arrived for any of us, 

but that is the promise that we receive for God.  After Adam and Eve sinned against God, they were sent    
out of the garden, but God, in grace, promised that, through faith in Jesus, we will one day be restored to        
paradise. 

Mary Magdalene 
 For some, Mary Magdalene was the woman from whom Jesus cast out seven demons.  Mary 

was, by grace, the first person to meet the risen Lord. Blinded by grief and tears, she at first did not recognize 
Jesus.  But, after hearing His voice, she was the first person to know the amazing grace of Jesus’ victory over 
death which promises those who believe the same victory over death and sin by God’s amazing grace.  

 
There are study books available for $10 (contact the Church Office if you would like one), but are not 

necessary for the Study. We will begin at 6:00 pm and finish in an hour or so. You may participate in person 
or on Facebook Live.  May God’s Spirit inspire you in this Bible Study that your eyes may see, your ears may 
hear, and your soul may feel the Amazing Grace of God in your life each and every day. 
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 Sunday, April 2—Palm Sunday @ Waupun UMC 9:00 am 

Thursday, April 6—Maundy Thursday @ Union Congregational Church      7:00 pm 

You are invited to a soup supper at the UCC at 6:00 pm 

Friday, April 7—Good Friday @ Waupun UMC        Noon 

 

These days are truly holy and can draw us closer to God and to God’s Amazing Grace. Attending worship on 

each of  these days, walking Jesus’ journey with him, leads us from the cheers on Palm Sunday to the jeers on 

Good Friday, reclining at table with Jesus on Maundy Thursday, and then the victory of new and  unending 

life on Easter Sunday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sun, Mar 12, 2023 2:00 AM  
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Waupun United Methodist Church   

199 E. Jefferson St. 

Waupun, WI   53963         

  

The People of the  

Waupun United Methodist Church  

     along with Pastor Steve Miller  

invite you to come for worship on Sunday morning. 

Worship begins at 9am 

For information,  

call the Church Office at 920-324-9721 or  

email at WaupunUMC@gmail.com or  

check out the church website:  waupunumc.com or  

our Facebook page:  United Methodist Church-Waupun 


