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CIRCUIT RIDER 
May, 2022 

THE WAUPUN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Telephone: 920-324-9721 

Church e-mail: waupunumc@gmail.com    

Check out our Facebook page  
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 “Peace be with you,” Jesus says in John 20:21.  “Receive the  
Holy Spirit.”   

 “Peace be with you,“ He says again in verse 26, this time with 
Thomas and the other disciples together.  

 John doesn’t record Pentecost, the event in which the disciples 
were overcome by the power and presence of the Holy Spirit in the 
same way that Luke records that event.  Some say that this 20th     
chapter of the gospel of John is his Pentecost.  But the effect is the 
same.  The disciples in Luke’s account are overcome and emboldened 
and preach the gospel assertively.  John says by believing, His followers “will have life in His 
name.” (vs. 31) 

 I sometimes wonder at the relationship of peace and life.  Peace certainly implies               
contentment and lack of anxiety.  Does peace imply lack of activity?  The dead are often said to 
“look peaceful.”  Life is active.  You can usually tell when something is alive.   

 The coronavirus pandemic is not over; cases are up again and cities in China, for example, 
still suffer from lockdowns.  Americans seem to be tired of taking precautions and life, for the most 
part, is returning to pre-pandemic activities.  Is the Church tired of taking precautions and           
returning to pre-pandemic activities?  How can we tell? 

 Certainly, as people age, we need to reconsider our goals and activities that are appropriate 
for our age level and physical health.  We gain experience and wisdom and don’t expend energy 
without considering economy and efficiency.  We don’t have energy to burn.  We learn the             
difference between essential, urgent, important, and desired.   We can learn to plan ahead and     
anticipate future needs for a desired outcome.  We might become less wasteful.   

 So I’m wondering how this relates to the Church?  Is there a peace in the Waupun United 
Methodist Church, an awareness of and contentment with the gifts God has given and the blessing 
it has received?  Do we know what our mission is, can we state it in a sentence?  Do we know what 
our identity is and then, are we living it out?   

 I would like to invite you to spend a few minutes and write out a one sentence statement of 
what you think the mission of the Waupun United Methodist Church is?  And then, bring it to the 
Church office, mail it to the Church office, email it to the Church office.  The next step would be, ask 
yourself where you fit into that mission?  How are you being called and gifted to contribute to and 
be a part of that mission?   

 I believe that the coronavirus pandemic, as disruptive and ongoing as it is, has given   
churches, including ours, an opportunity to revisit just who and what God wants us to be.  For the 
moment, that is defined by the gifts in the Church and to what extent, the people with those gifts 
are willing to use them.   

 Somethings of the past have run their course, others continue, and still others are yet to be 
born.  It is for us to listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit to discern just what those are and will be.   

 When those one sentence Mission Statements start coming in, we’ll start publishing them, 
so, by the time of our Church Conference this fall, we can state clearly what the purpose of the 
Waupun United Methodist Church is and work toward putting that into practice.  Everyone should 
know and be able to state that purpose. 

 Why do we exist?  Should we continue to exist?  Where are we going?  How do we get there?   

 Jesus offers us His peace and let us have life in His name.  May all who see us know that God 
is here and we are committed to being a Church that lives in Jesus.  

 
 

 

 

Pastor Steve 
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GIVING  

Because our G+ 

 

 

g Is Worship 

“Life is good.” You may disagree, but “Life is Good” is a registered and trademarked expression by the 

“Life is Good” people for whom, life is good. The “Life is Good” logo is a stick figure named Jake who 

wears a black beret, beatnik sunglasses, and flashes a giant grin. Jake is often posed in any number of 

activities that bring simple pleasures to life — hiking, surfing, flying a kite, walking the dog. “Life is 

Good” started inauspiciously as brothers Bert and John Jacobs hawked homemade novelty T-shirts in 

the Boston streets and door-to-door through the college dorms. They were literally living in their van 

down by the river. They found their key to success when they printed 48 shirts of Jake over the saying, 

“Life is Good” for a 1994 street fair in Cambridge. The shirts sold out by noon. People were crazy for the 

simple and sunny philosophy. So much so, that the sincere and optimistic slogan has grown into an $80 

million-a-year merchandise line sold by 5,000 distributors in 14 countries. One key to the success of 

“Life is Good” merchandise lies in the interpretation of those who own the products. Someone wearing 

the kayaking Jake shirt announces both his hobby and the simple pleasure that makes his life good. But 

cancer sufferers and survivors have also flocked to the merchandise line due to its simple, clear 

worldview. “Life is Good” is the hopeful battle cry of the cancer afflicted and the celebration song of 

cancer survivors. There’s an implicit sense of truthfulness to the slogan which preserves its widespread 

appeal. The Jacobses are quick to note the humility of the assertion — life isn’t perfect or great, but it’s 

good. They know there’s plenty of bad in the world but find it better to focus on what’s good. John 

claims that the slogan is an affirmation of the here and now. “Don’t determine that you’re going to be 

happy when you get the new car or the big promotion or when you meet that special person. You can 

decide that you’re going to be happy today.” In the church, we have a similar saying, but I don’t think 

that it’s trademarked. “God is good, all the time. All the time, God is good.” This is more than an         

observation, however. Among other things, it’s a promise that our good God is with us and is active in 

our lives when we are struggling and in the valleys of life and when our hearts are full of the many   

blessings we have received and we are filled with joy. Yes, life may be good, but if it is, it’s because “God 

is good . . . all the time.”  

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  January 2021  

Good 

May, 2022  

Visit the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at 

www.wumf.org or Facebook/wumf.org Or call 1-888-903-9863 

http://www.wumf.org/
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INGATHERING 2022 

 

 

 

All items should be delivered to the Ingathering truck at WI Annual Conference 2022 which will                               
be located on Elm Street behind the KI Convention Center. 

Volunteers will be on hand to load supplies: Friday, June 10
th

 10am – 4pm                                                                      
           Saturday, June 11

th
 8am – 2pm.  

 

Items collected for the 2022 Ingathering will again include those designated for 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center and those designated for Wisconsin          
Conference Agencies and Projects: Harbor House, Northcott, UM Children’s      
Services and Solomon Outreach. When the items are delivered to Annual Confer-
ence in June, we will ask for a list of the items donated; you can help the person 
who delivers the items – and save everyone some time- by having that list       
available with the supplies. All items should be NEW – and all kits should have   
only the items requested. Thanks! 

Listed below are the items for the Wisconsin Annual Conference Hospitality Kits. Please 
note that these are similar to, but not the same as the Personal Dignity Kits listed on the 
back for MMDC. Place each WAC Kit in a 1-gallon plastic zipper bag. PLEASE BE SURE 
TO LABEL AS A WAC Kit! 

Home Care Kit ($20 Value) • 2 Liquid Household Cleaners - 16-40 oz No spray bottles • 
2 Dish Soaps - 16-34 oz • 2 Liquid Laundry Detergents - 32-64 oz • 1 Scrub Brush - with 
or without handle • 1 - 5 gallon Round Bucket with resealable lid. All items must be NEW 
& placed in the bucket. 

Personal Dignity Kit ($15 Value) • 1 Bath Hand Towel - No kitchen towels • 1 Bath 
Washcloth - No dishcloths • 1 Adult Toothbrush - No multi-packs • 1 Bar Soap - 3-4 oz •  
1 Shampoo - 15-18 oz • 1 Deodorant - 2-3 oz - stick, roll on, or pump • 1 1-gallon            
Resealable Plastic Bag 

$2 donation for razor and toothpaste (do not put in kit). All other items must be NEW & 
placed in a 1-gallon resealable plastic bag. 

Bring a monetary donation to Annual Conference or send to: 

Wisconsin Conference, 750 Windsor Street, Suite 104, Sun Prairie, WI 53950 

Please write check to: Wisconsin Conference,  

add Ingathering & name of the kit to memo line. 

 Pastor Steve will be attending the Annual Conference this year and can drop off your          
INGATHERING donations. 

If you have questions, contact: 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 

 

 

Ray Dolgner    Paula Wendt    Dick Walters    Ryan Giese                                                                 
Pastor Rom Pegram   Mike Duer    Sam Schrader    Marge Schrader 

All affected by the coronavirus pandemic 

All impacted by the war in Ukraine 

                 

                      Remember our homebound: 

Harbor Haven: Jean Bartlett 

At Home: Doris Laurain, Viola McRobert 

    Christian Home: Louise Miescke 

   Hillside Manor:  Joyce Berry 

         St. Francis Home, Fdl: Janette Ruck                                                                                
          Marvin’s Manor: Viola McRobert 

       Prairie Place, Ripon: Elaine Stanton 

Remembrance Home, Beaver Dam: Dick Walters 

             Prairie Ridge: June Witowich, Phyllis McDowell, Alice Chase 

 

A NOTE ON BULLETIN SPONSORSHIP: 

Sponsorship of weekly bulletins & livestream is available at $10 a Sunday. 

To sponsor a weekly bulletin, please contact the church office. 

  

 

  

 

    

                        

        2-Michelle Good                 17-Shawn Montsma 

 Michael Vossekuil           18-Betty Buchholz 

        5-Harvey Schaub                 Mari Loomans          

           Morgan Brown                      Kailey Schultz                      

       6-Jess Nickel                       22-Ann Montsma                                  

       7-Doug Dolgner          28-Brianna Schelter 

       8-Jenny Brown 

          Kayla Laper             
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Date Day Place Description and time 

May 1 Sunday Church Sunday Worship 9 am 

May 4 Wednesday Church Choir 6:30 pm 

May 6 Friday Church Café Friday 9-11 am 

May 6-7 Fri-Sat Piggly Wiggly Brat Fry 8 am - 6 pm 

May 7 Saturday Wesley Center Flower Pick Up 9 am 

May 8 Sunday Church Sunday Worship 9 am 

May 10 Tuesday Church 
Trustees 5:30 pm 

Finance Committee 6:30 pm 

May 13 Friday Church Café Friday 9-11 am 

May 15 Sunday Church Worship Service 9 am 

May 16 Monday Church 
SPRC  5:15 pm 

Worship Committee—6:30 

May 17 Tuesday Church Elizabeth Circle 1:30 pm 

May 19 Thursday Church Dream Team 5:30 pm 

May 20 Friday Church Café Friday 9-11 am 

May 22 Sunday Church Worship Service 9 am 

May 27 Friday Church Café Friday 9-11 am 

May 29 Sunday Church       Communion Worship Service 9 am 
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 1   Strehlow-Schaub 

 8   White-Ludjack   

15  Dolgner-Schultz 

22 VanderSanden –Vanderkin 

29  Strehlow-Schaub 

If you would like to help with this ministry or have  

questions about it, please talk to Wayne Strehlow.  

    1 Sue Rens Guell 

    8 Laura Ten Pass 

  15 Sue Rens Guell 

  22 Jon Bartlett 

  29 Laura Ten Pass 

 

Upcoming Events 

Brat Fry: Friday, May 6 & Saturday, May 7 

Volunteers are needed: 

To staff shifts on Friday from 8-3 

     on Saturday from 9-2 

          **(Need more help on Saturday)** 

Bring baked goods for our accompanying  

Bake Sale 

Be our best customers: Buy brats, hamburgers 

and cheeseburgers for that weekends meals. 

Tell your friends, pray for good weather and a 

good crowd! 

Call Marsha Schaub or the church office to      

participate!! 

 

 

 

 

 Flower Delivery: May 7 @ 9 am  

May           Personal Care items 

June           Applesauce  

July            Crackers 

Aug            Pasta sauce 

Sept  Cereal/breakfast items 

 

 

 

You will notice a change in the 

Church calendar format.  Let us 
know what you think:  is it easier 
to read or do your prefer the 

previous week-by week format? 
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Finance Committee News 

The members of the Waupun United Methodist Church continue to be faithful in your giving and, as a result, 

God has blest this Church with the resources to continue to do its work.  Thank you for your generosity.   

Weekly deposits have been a sign of health and promise: 

April 3—$3921       April 10—$2100          April 17— $2344          April 24—   $1085   

 
Thank you for your faithful giving.  It is an inspiration. 

  

 Due to vacation and illness, the Treasurer’s Report for April is not available at this time.  

When it is completed, you can pick up a copy at the Church Office or it can be emailed to you.  

We apologize for the inconvenience. 
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Worship news 

 Pastor Steve will be gone  on Sunday, June 5, at a blockflute 

(recorder) symposium at UW Whitewater, so, instead of the usual 1st 

Sunday in June Communion, we will celebrate at the Lord’s Table on    

Sunday, May 29.  He will also be gone on Sunday, June 12, for the         

Wisconsin Annual Conference at the KI Center in Green Bay.  Thanks to 

Edie Illinski, a Certified Lay Speaker from the Randolph United Methodist 

Church, for leading worship and preaching on those two Sundays.   

 

The Board of Trustees has the privilege of serving the most visible aspects of 

Church life.  Improvements to Wesley Center kitchen lighting has made the  

kitchen much brighter. Other electrical repairs/improvements have included   

replacement of the ceiling fan in the girls’  restroom and replacement of the   

timer for the light over the Wesley Center entrance. 

Since another improvement in the audio/visual system in the Church sanctuary  and the installation of an 

automatic door outside of the Church Office, the Wisconsin Annual  Conference has approved a grant to 

cover ½ the cost of those improvements and the checks have been received. 

 The Board of Trustees is also hard at work regarding other issue of maintenance and repair. They 

called in Sticks and Stones for an estimate to replenish the rock/stone borders around the Church building.  

Pat Stanton is preparing an estimate for replacing the windows in the Office section of the campus where 

the seals are broken and leaking.  They are also in consultation with Harvey Schaub for cleaning or          

repainting the stucco on the Wesley Center and repainting the cross and flame.   

 In addition, the Wee Care Childcare Center has inquired into renting the Wesley Center for the 

summer to expand their childcare services.  The Trustees are negotiating how the Wesley Center could 

meet the childcare needs of the community with the Wee Care Childcare Center, bring in additional       

revenue for the Church, and fulfill the intended purpose of the Wesley Center as an asset to the            

community.  

 As part of the grant application to offset the automatic door costs, the Trustees have completed   

an accessibility audit for the Waupun UMC campus.  “Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors” is about       

welcoming and making the Church assessable for all.   

 Keep an eye out, because it won’t be long, before the two round windows in the Church Sanctuary 

are removed and taken to the workshop of Staige Glass in Onalaska for refurbishing.  Following those    

windows to the workshop will be the remaining vertical windows in the Church Sanctuary for restoration.  

Once all the windows are done, the Church will be ready for overdue new siding.     

 The Board of Trustees is grateful and privileged to serve the Church of today and the Church of   

tomorrow by maintaining what God has given for us to us for the sake of the gospel.   Thank you for your 

support. 
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Global Ministries  UMCOR 

                 The United Methodist Church           Global Ministries | The United Methodist Church 

  ~~ 

  April 7, 2022 

 

 

199 E JEFFERSON ST Waupun, WI 53963-2028 

 

 

 

 

Thank you! 
 

 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Roland Fernandes, General Secretary 

 

Supporting      
UMCOR US Disaster Response and Recovery 
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                   THANK YOU NOTES 

Many thanks for your donation of 24 pounds of food. Your    

contribution enables us to meet the needs of those in our            

community who can use a helping hand. You are appreciated! 

Waupun Area Food Pantry 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

                       

The Waupun United Methodist Church has responded to the crisis in Ukraine by 

donating $1,875 To date.  Thank you for your generosity. 

United Methodists and others wishing to provide humanitarian assistance to the 

Ukrainian people may contribute to United Methodist Global Ministries Advance 

#982450, UMCOR International Disaster Response and Recovery. 

**Make check out to WUMC  **Write in “memo” area on check. 

 

 

 

The Church is in need of someone, male or female, young or    

older, to mow the grass around the Church. Mower, gas, and all 

equipment provided.  Pay is $20 per event.  If you’re able and    

interested, contact any of the Trustees, Mary Vande Zande, Jan 

Nickel, Steve Guell, Gary Chase, Curt Core, or Pastor Steve.  Help keep our 

Church grounds looking beautiful. 

https://umcmission.org/umcor/how-to-assist-the-ukrainian-people/
https://umcmission.org/umcor/how-to-assist-the-ukrainian-people/
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Waupun United Methodist Church   

199 E. Jefferson St. 

Waupun, WI   53963         

  

The People of the  

Waupun United Methodist Church  

along with Pastor Steve Miller  

invite you to come for worship on Sunday morning. 

Worship begins at 9am 

For information,  

call the Church Office at 920-324-9721 or  

email at WaupunUMC@gmail.com or  

check out the church website:  waupunumc.com or  

our Facebook page:  United Methodist Church-Waupun 


