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Pastor’s Message – 10/24/2021 

Job 38:1-7, 34-41 
 

Early on in the Book of Job, we learned that Job was righteous 

and blameless and, not only that, he was wealthy with sheep and 

camels and donkeys and sons and daughters.  As the story goes 

on, we then learn that he loses everything, even his place in 

society, exiled to the village dump where he scrapes the sores 

which cover his whole body with a broken piece of pottery. 

Last week Job longed for an opportunity to contend with 

God, to plead his case, and make God listen to him, but ended his 

soliloquy in despair: “If only I could vanish in darkness, and thick 

darkness would cover my face” (Job 23:17).  Through lengthy, 

impatient requesting and longing, and after several visitors’ not-so-

helpful advice, Job has demanded a hearing with God, a chance 

to say his piece. He has requested a face-to-face meeting with 

God so he can present his case.  Rather like in a courtroom, Job 

envisions stating his plea and hearing a direct response from God.  

Instead, Job receives a profound series of lines about God’s power 

and majesty.  And it all comes in the form of questions.  Finally, God 

does answer Job, but God’s answers are not what Job expected.   

Have you ever stood where Job stood? You are a responsible 

and decisive person. You have done all that you know to do to 

make things work for yourself. You may have participated in trying 

to make things work for yourself, your family, your community, your 

country, and even for the world. But sometimes, everything seems 

to be falling apart anyway.  

You may find yourself asking, "What went wrong?" In fact, you 

may find yourself shouting, maybe silently within yourself or maybe 

out loud, at the dog -- or at some friend who happens to have the 

misfortune of being in the way -- or at the surf -- or at a storm cloud 

and asking, "Hey! What's going on here? Things are not supposed 

to work out this way. What's the deal?" 

Job, being an ancient and religious man, may in fact have 

expected God to hear his persistent, and perhaps annoying, 
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prayers even though he was at the time experiencing the absence 

of God. Most of us who stand shouting into the space beyond 

ourselves really don't expect anyone to hear us. The truth is that we 

may not really believe that anyone is there. If we have a belief in 

God, we are more likely to think of God as inhabiting heaven or 

some other place. We usually don't think of God as being there 

meeting us in each encounter with life. But that is where God is 

and, if the experiences that lead us to shouting at God cause us to 

look beyond our limited perceptions of life, make some new 

discoveries about the shape of reality, and how we fit into it, we 

may indeed be hearing God speaking back to us. 

Job is now confronted by God; and where Job once had 

questions, concerns, and complaints, he is now silent. In his previous 

challenges and requests to God, Job is left with questions and 

thoughts of loneliness; but now God is actively present, face-to-

face with Job. God’s presence is undeniable, meaningful, and 

profound. This appearance articulates the knowledge of God, not 

simply in a rhetorical sense, but in a theological sense. God’s 

knowledge throughout this passage is demonstrated by intelligent 

design, intentional plan, and divine activity. It is clear, in light of 

Job’s previous assumptions and misinterpretations, that God is a 

master architect whose wisdom and resourcefulness cannot be 

matched or understood. We see in each verse that God measures, 

aligns, stretches, and builds. God lays foundations and constructs 

footings. We see an image of God that is meticulous about the 

details and precise in design for the cosmos, for the heavens, and 

even for humanity. 

The narrator in the Book of Job indicates that God speaks 

“from the whirlwind.”  Job has endured a whirlwind of suffering and 

questioning.  God now responds to Job with swirling assertions of 

God’s power and freedom.  This is not the first time God has 

brought word in awe-intending encounters.  In Exodus 3, a bush 

burns without being consumed, and Moses receives his call.  

Lightning and thunder surround Mt. Sinai, and Israel receives the 

Law.  A whirlwind lifts Elijah up into heaven (2 Kings 2.11).  In this 
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case, a whirlwind does not lift Job from his questions, but rather sets 

him in the midst of others.   

As human beings we seem to have an amazing penchant for 

placing God in a box.  We have strong preconceived notions of 

what God must look like, of God’s name and gender, and of the 

things that God does.  We can be convinced that we know who 

God likes and dislikes and what God’s opinion is regarding the bulk 

of creation.  We would like God to follow our schedule, and answer 

to us. 

But “You will not put me in a box,” God declares.   

When we are not running around trying to control the world, 

we can stop and invite God in to give some control and make 

some sense of our own lives.  Because, God is . . . God. 

God’s line of questioning implies Job does not know or see the 

whole picture.  That does not invalidate Job’s laments.  It does not 

suggest his cries for justice are not true expressions of his 

experience.  It simply means that Job, as is it for us, lives within the 

limits of human knowledge.  We cannot see, nor can we control, all 

that comes our way.  We can only hold on to God and one 

another in trust, in lament, in hope, and in the midst of unresolved 

questions. 

Today’s Bible reading reminds us of the mystery of relationship 

with God.  Job has come nearly face-to-face with God, or at least 

to God’s very real presence. The reading this week is just a small 

part of God’s response to Job’s accusations. We find Job, and 

perhaps ourselves, silenced in the reality of God’s almighty power. 

God reminds Job that God alone created the foundation of the 

earth and cosmos. God controls all of creation:  the animals, the 

seas, the lightning. It is a remarkable reminder of God’s power, one 

that should leave us awestruck. 

When was the last time you were silenced by the magnitude 

of God? What are the things that catch you up short?  What are 

the moments in which you were suddenly reminded that God is 

bigger and offers far more than we can ask for or even imagine? 
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There’s a story about a little boy named Billy. Every day on the 

walk to school, Billy’s grandfather would stop at the neighborhood 

store for a newspaper and cup of coffee. As Grandpa 

approached the register, Billy would point to large bins filled with 

candies, gum, and other treats displayed. Each morning, Grandpa 

denied Billy’s request. 

After several weeks of watching Billy being denied, the cashier 

grew a heart of compassion toward Billy. This morning would be his 

lucky day. When Grandpa and Billy approached the register, the 

cashier said, “Good morning, Billy, today you can reach in and get 

all the candies you desire with no cost.” Billy smiled with joy; his 

persistence had finally paid off. He went to pull out a candy but 

snatched his hand back abruptly. He then grabbed Grandpa’s 

hand and shoved it into the large bin of confectionaries. Grandpa, 

startled, pulled out a fist filled with assorted sweets. 

Billy giggled with glee. As they continued the walk to school, 

Grandpa asked, “Billy, why didn’t you pick out your candies? This 

was what you asked for every day.” Billy looked up to Grandpa 

with the sun glistening in his eye, “Yes, Grandpa, but your hands 

are much bigger than mine. My hands are too small to get all the 

candies I wanted.” 

Grandpa laughed at Billy’s wisdom. There are times in life that, 

as believers, we should embrace Billy’s kind of wisdom. God’s 

hands are much bigger, more capable, and better able to provide 

everything we need. Our hands, our thoughts, and our 

understanding are limited in comparison to God’s vast knowledge 

and powerful hands. 

There is more to God than what we can see at any one 

moment.  There is more to life than the scope of our limited vision.  

And yet, we are blest to have a God who appears when we may 

least expect it, reminding us that we have a God who lives and 

moves and inhabits each and every moment of our lives and is 

worthy of our trust and worship. 
 

 


