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Pastor’s Message – 11/28/2021 
1st Sunday of Advent 

Prepare Ye:  A Series of Special Services for Advent 
P o n d e r  

 
Is it possible to have an ear worm for 50 years? 
Many of you know that my father died last month and that has 

given me moments of reflection. It has caused me to look back and 
remember and ponder. My father had a nice singing voice, would 
make up silly little songs, but also sang in the Church choir. I 
remember that Church choir and one song, a Christmas song, 
especially. Every year, one of the men, I think it was Bob Staffaroni, 
would sing that song that has left me wondering and pondering 
even now, more than fifty years later. 

 
I wonder as I wander out under the sky, 

How Jesus the Savior did come for to die. 
For poor on'ry people like you and like I... 
I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 

 
When Mary birthed Jesus 'twas in a cow's stall, 

With wise men and farmers and shepherds and all. 
But high from God's heaven a star's light did fall, 

And the promise of ages it then did recall. 
 

If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing, 
A star in the sky, or a bird on the wing, 

Or all of God's angels in heav'n for to sing, 
He surely could have it, 'cause he was the King. 

 
I wonder as I wander out under the sky, 

How Jesus the Savior did come for to die. 
For poor on'ry people like you and like I... 
I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 

 
We hear in the Bible reading from Luke today, one of my 

favorite Bible verses, “Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think 
what the angel could mean.”  Or other translations will read, “Mary 
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was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of 
greeting this might be” (NIV).  

“In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a 
city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s 
name was Mary” (Luke 1:26–27). The angel makes an 
announcement worthy of pondering. 

Earlier, in Luke 1, the angel Gabriel speaks to Zechariah in the 
Holy Place, only a few steps away from the Holy of Holies and the 
very presence of almighty God.  

Now Gabriel travels to see Mary—far away from the temple in 
Jerusalem. Mary lives in Nazareth in Galilee, an insignificant town. 
Remember what Nathanael said? “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” (John 1:46). The divinely chosen Zechariah responds to 
Gabriel with doubt and hesitation. “How shall I know this? For I am an 
old man, and my wife is advanced in years” (Luke 1:18).  

How will Mary respond to Gabriel? Unlike Zechariah, who is a 
qualified and credentialed priest, Mary has no such religious training 
or status. What will Mary do when confronted by Gabriel, who 
promises that nothing is impossible with our God?  

“The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus’” (Luke 1:30–31). To 
accent the impossible, Luke accents Mary’s virginity three times 
(Luke 1:27a, 27b, 34). Virgin specifies Mary as a young girl of 
marriageable age—perhaps thirteen years old. Virgin also describes 
Mary in the more narrow sexual sense. 

“Mary said to the angel, ‘How will this be, since I am a virgin?’ 
And the angel answered her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you’” (Luke 1:34–
35). If Mary’s pregnancy isn’t impossible enough, the explanation is 
even more impossible! Through the Holy Spirit? Unimaginable!  

Can you imagine thirteen-year-old Mary going to her twenty-
something fiancé Joseph? Today, Joseph might start talking about 
floor plans and wall colors only to have Mary interrupt, “Joseph, sit 
down. We need to talk. Joseph, honey, I’m pregnant.”  
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When Gabriel appears in Nazareth, Mary and Joseph are 
engaged. There is a huge difference between our modern rules of 
engagement and first-century Jewish rules of engagement. Though 
only engaged, according to Matthew 1:19, Joseph was Mary’s 
husband. This same verse uses the word divorce to describe ending 
the couple’s engagement. Though they were not yet married, 
Joseph and Mary were in a binding contract that only death or 
divorce could terminate.  

Upon hearing that Mary is pregnant, Joseph plans to divorce 
her. After all, Joseph wasn’t that gullible. It’s clear to Joseph that 
Mary wasn’t the woman he thought she was. Mary was carrying 
another man’s child. Joseph doesn’t want to talk about it or work 
through it. What does Joseph do? Initially, his plan is to close the 
door.  

When family conflict comes our way, we also sometimes close 
the door. Another way of handling family hurt is to lock the door—we 
totally withdraw. “This is so broken, and I’m so done!” The issue is so 
sensitive, so intense and so explosive, that we lock the door and 
throw away the key. Is there a better way? 

Yes, there is. Open the door. But to open the door we need 
help—God’s help. Gabriel tells Mary, “Nothing is impossible with our 
God” (Luke 1:37). Empowered by this promise, Mary says, “I am the 
Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come true” 
(Luke 1:38).  

Martin Luther, the great German theologian from whom 
Lutheran churches have sprung, teaches us to say, “I cannot by my 
own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to 
him.” Using my “own reason or strength,” I close doors. I slam doors. I 
lock doors. Luther continues. “But the Holy Spirit has called me by the 
Gospel.” God gives the Holy Spirit through his Word—this Word. 
“Nothing is impossible with our God.” 

It all finally looked absolutely impossible. Judas Iscariot 
betrayed him. Christ’s disciples abandoned him. Peter denied him. 
The Jews disowned him. Pilate sentenced him. Herod mocked him. 
Soldiers scourged him and then they crucified him. 

Luke writes in Acts 2:24, “God raised him from the dead, freeing 
him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to 
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keep its hold on him.” What looked like it was completely impossible, 
God made possible by raising Jesus from the dead!  

No wonder Gabriel promised Mary, “Jesus will be great and will 
be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end” (Luke 1:32–
33). 

God delivers this Word to us in a world that seems filled with 
hate and violence, economic inequality, fear, rampant disease and 
disunity?  We live in a world wherein many of us would rather pull the 
covers over our heads, retreat to our own homes and families and 
disengage. What do we do in a situation like ours? Open the door.  

In the last book in The Chronicles of Narnia, in the book titled 
The Last Battle, C. S. Lewis describes his characters facing the mother 
of all battles. Then they come to a door. Some claimed that behind 
the door was a life-threatening monster. However, once through the 
door, “They stood on green grass, the deep blue sky overhead, and 
the air blew gently on their faces like that of a day in early summer.” 
They continued to go “further and further in” making wonderful 
discoveries. How does that relate to Mary and the announcement 
from the angel?  

Open your door of uncertainty and fear. Just like Mary, open 
your heart, open your ears, and open your life to God’s Word. Reality 
may not be as fearsome as you might think. In fact, when you open 
the door, maybe not at first, but soon enough you will find yourself 
standing on green grass, the deep blue sky overhead, and the air 
blowing gently on your face like that of a day in early summer.  

Why is that? God’s Word! “Nothing is impossible with our God.” 
Amen.  

 


