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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Pastor Renae and her family are traveling to Florida over the Christmas break to visit her Dad. (Prayers for safe travels appreciated!) They will be leaving December 25 and returning January 3. In her absence, John O'Donovan (from UCC of Waupun and Chaplain of the Christian Home) will be preaching on December 28 and covering any pastoral emergencies. John can be reached at 920-948-2249.

Meetings
Finance and Church Council: Friday, January 9 at 9am
Dream Team: Friday, January 9 at 10am
Worship Committee: Monday, January 12 at 10am
SPRC: Tuesday, January13 at 10am
Trustees: Tuesday, January 13 at 5pm
Elizabeth Circle: Tues, Jan 20 at 1:30 

Fill the Food Pantry!
December Food Pantry Focus - Monetary Donations
Continuing Need - Socks and Underwear for all ages

Blue Christmas Service: TONIGHT at 4:30pm


PRAYER LIST
Joyce Brown		Ryan Giese		John Loomans
Tammy Kasuboski	Christopher Nord	Officer Joe Salazar

Remember our homebound:
Hillside Manor, Beaver Dam: Joyce Berry	
Home in Waupun: Dean and Karen Starks 
Prairie Place, Ripon: Elaine Stanton
Waunakee: Janette Ruck
Prairie Ridge, Waupun: Phyllis McDowell, Loni Wendt
Home in Waupun: Judy Lyon
Home in Fond du Lac: Marge Schroeder
For an end to all wars. 
Those impacted by long-term illness.
For those in need of food, shelter or clothing.


Waupun United Methodist Church
December 21, 2025
The FOURTH Sunday of Advent
Sunday worship – 9:00 A.M.
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Welcome to worship.
May you find the presence of God wherever you are.

We, the Waupun United Methodist Church, welcome you to GATHER with us in fellowship, GROW in faith and GO into the world to share God’s love.
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Waupun United Methodist Church 
Church phone:  920-324-9721
Church website:  waupunumc.com
Church e-mail:  waupunumc@gmail.com
Pastor’s e-mail: waupunumcpastor2019@gmail.com
Pastor’s Cell Phone: 920-597-0121
Church Facebook page: United Methodist Church-Waupun




At the * sign, please stand as you are able.
Bold print = Congregational Response

Prelude   /   Welcome   /   Pastoral Prayer                                           

*Call to Worship   
Leader: Beloved, God calls to us—like Joseph—through angels and messengers, inviting us to listen for the Spirit’s guidance in the midst of life’s distractions.
People: We listen faithfully for the day that all the earth awaits.
Leader: Sometimes, angels surprise us (as they did Mary) with good news too fantastic to believe and yet too real to ignore.
People: We listen faithfully for the day that all the earth awaits.
Leader: For generations, God has sent signs of God’s coming kingdom in unexpected places—the birth of a child, the wisdom of the lowly, the faithfulness of a carpenter.
People: We listen faithfully for the day that all the earth awaits.
Leader: Come! Let us worship God who calls out to us, inviting us to faithfulness as we watch, wait, and work for the day when the whole world knows the abundant love and grace of Emmanuel, God-with-us.
People: Come! Let us worship as we listen faithfully for the day that all the earth awaits.

*Opening Prayer 
Holy God of Promise, we so often place our trust in the things we can see, and touch, and easily believe; but you didn’t ask us to believe what is easy; you have asked us to believe what is true! Forgive us, Holy One, when we doubt the ways you work. Forgive us when we find it hard to believe an ancient story. Forgive our lack of faith and belief in ways which seem so impossible to believe. Help us instead to look in faith and set aside our doubts as we joyfully welcome Jesus - your gift of Love, born of a virgin – the one who has come to set us all free. We offer these prayers in the name of Emmanuel, God with us. Amen.

Children’s Christmas Program 
Hymn #254 We Three Kings (verse 1)	on screen
Hymn	O Holy Night	(verse 1)		on screen
Hymn #227 The Friendly Beasts		on screen
Hymn #234 O Come, All Ye Faithful (vs 1)	on screen
O Holy Nightfall Video

Love Advent Reading 	on screen   
     	     
Gospel Reading     Matthew 1:18-25 (NIV)
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
  20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
  22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).
  24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.
 	      
This is the word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

Pastor’s Message			“A Father’s Love”

Tithes and Offerings		
*Song of Thanksgiving  	     Black #2030	 on screen 	 First Song of Isaiah
*Prayer of Dedication 

Prayers of the People		Pastoral Prayer		The Lord’s Prayer

Announcements

*Blessing
Pastor: Advent people, go now in the blessing of God to watch and wait, ready to receive the angels among us and to faithfully follow where God leads.
All: Worship has ended, now our service begins.   Amen.


Today’s Worship Ministers:         All of us – wherever we are                
Tech Operators:                       Brady Bronson and Val Dolgner
Worship Music Leader:		               Sue Rens-Guell
Worship Leader/Preacher:	                Pastor Renae Dymond
Kids’ Message:				       Pastor Renae
Fellowship host(s):  		       		           Doris Core
Counters:   				     Vande Zande/Dolgner	                    	  	    
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