Pastor’s Message		“What’s Your B-Attitude?”
In the book of Matthew this morning, we read the Beatitudes.  As a child, I had to memorize the Beatitudes, and I am glad for that.  I enjoy looking back on these words of encouragement of Christ as the roadmap he has laid out before us to follow as we live our lives in faith.  
This beginning of the Sermon on the Mount sets the tone for the entirety of Jesus’ ministry, so I would like to pay special attention to each of them as I have found them to all be true and wise as I have journeyed through life. Please bear with me as I try to paraphrase these Beatitudes into everyday language…
The first beatitude, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven”, is another way of saying:   Happy are those who trust in God and are humble enough to ask for His guidance in everything that needs to be done; for they accept the rewards of living closely with God.
The second beatitude, "Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted”, is letting us know that it is good and Godly to love those who mean a lot to us in our lives, even though that means we are broken-hearted when we lose them.  God also knows this love and will comfort us.
The third beatitude, "Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth”, makes the impression on me that: Happy are those who are letting go of their anger and their hurts, for they shall experience wonderful things taking place in their lives.
The fourth beatitude is, "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled”.  This does not mean self-righteousness, just righteousness, and I believe it is saying: Happy are those who have a passionate concern and eagerness for goodness and justice, for they shall be completely satisfied in doing the right thing. 
The fifth beatitude: "Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy,” has been proven to me time and time again.  Happy are those who always praise the good thoughts and actions of others, for they will be praised for their own thoughts and actions. 
The sixth beatitude: "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God,” draws my mind to the image in the book of Revelation of the souls from every nation and tribe praising God at the foot of His throne.  Happy are those who magnify the good all around them, for they will understand God’s goodness everywhere and in everything.
The seventh beatitude: "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God”, well, these are the saints.  Happy are those who work for the best interests of everyone, for they shall all experience abundance and good in all aspects of their daily life.
The eighth beatitude: "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”  Happy are those who remain calm when being harassed because they are proving that evil has no power or presence to disrupt their happiness. 
In these beatitudes, Jesus teaches how God's kingdom is reordering the life of the world. God is actively blessing those who live this way. 
I don’t use roadmaps much these days.  I tend to rely upon Google Maps to get me to places that I am unfamiliar with.  In using GPS, I have found that I need to be careful in following it’s directions as there are times when technology gets it wrong.  
The roadmap of the Beatitudes that Jesus gave us so long ago is one that is inerrant.  These directions that Jesus blesses us with are his way of ensuring that we will reach our final destination without fail.  He won’t call us out if we go off the path, but He will help us in recalculating a new route, for when we trust in the Lord, our path will always lead us back to Him.  Amen.

