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THE WAUPUN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Telephone: 920-324-9721
Church e-mail: waupunumc@gmail.com
Check out our Facebook page
Rev. Steve Miller ─ Pastor

In addition to the school supplies
collection, we are partnering with
REACH to provide back-to-school
necessities like toiletries, money for
school clothes and backpacks, cold
winter boots, gloves, and hats. A
collection box is at both entries;
money should be put in an offering
envelope marked REACH.

School Supplies Round Up Thank you to
everyone who donated items for the school district.
We collected:

23 folders

15 glue sticks

16 notebooks

1 scissor

5 boxes of crayons

5 packages of colored pencils

2 markers

2 post it notes packages

2 highlighters

1 pencil sharpener

8 rulers

6 erasers

4 pencil pouches

82 pencils

3 composition notebooks 20 pens

3 packages of filler paper
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Thank you, Waupun United Methodist Church.
Thank you for a wonderful office space
in the church where I can do my work and for a
new computer.
Thank you for a beautiful parsonage. It
is obvious that many people put in time and effort and money into
providing a comfortable parsonage. It is a blessing to me and will be to
pastors and their families for years to come.
Thank you for your welcoming spirit. I have only been here a
month and already I feel a part of the church family.
Thank you for your commitment to being the church and growing
the church. In light of challenges of recent years, you could have folded
up your tents and left or quit, but you are still here. There is an energy
and an excitement and a dedication to doing ministry and being the
church in this place and beyond. There are activities within the church
and outside the church and people involved and participating in those
activities. Praise God!
It is a privilege to serve among you and partner with you in ministry in
this place at this time. There is, of course, much to be done, but there is
also much that is already happening. Worship is celebrated, members
Pastor Steve listening are cared for, property is maintained and improved, the church is visible in
to Trisha Visser do
the community. There is an awareness that the church is not just for its
Children’s message.
members, but is also called to reach out beyond its walls, beyond the
community, to the state and to the whole world. John Wesley said, “The
world is my parish,” and it is obvious that the Waupun United Methodist Church embodies that
charge. And there are still ideas and vision for more.
It is an honor to celebrate 175 years as a church and to lay claim as perhaps the first
organized church in Waupun. Reunion weekend will be a time of joy and pride and thanks to the
God who has always been with you and has promised never to leave or abandon those who put
their faith and hope and trust in Him. There are some hard working people who have already put
blood and sweat and tears into making this celebration one to remember.
I regret that I missed the Salad Luncheon and the Rummage Sale and the Summer Lunch
Program this year, but look forward to the next times. It was a joy to be at the Brat Fry at Piggly
Wiggly and Worship in the Park should be a fun time. There are other events that I have only
heard about and have yet to experience and I eagerly await those.
Through it all, God will be with us. Through it all, learning to trust in Jesus, learning to trust
in God, depending on God’s Word of promise, I believe there are great things in the future for the
Waupun United Methodist Church. It will be an exciting ride and a great adventure and I look
forward to walking the journey with you. I look forward to getting know better those folks who I
have met and look forward to meeting those I have not.
God bless and thanks be to God.

Pastor Steve
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The Waupun United Methodist Church is a happenin’ place and
that is not going to change. In fact, I expect there will be more events
happening. That can cause conflicts, scheduling conflicts, which is a nice
problem to have. To try to avoid conflicts, you may have noticed a new
event calendar hanging on the wall in the gathering area. If you want to
hold an event in the church or in the office complex or in the Wesley
Center, be sure to check the event calendar before scheduling your
event. With many events, some at the same time, an area may
already be reserved and you might have to move or reschedule.
So, check the calendar, record your event, let Loni know in the
Church Office, fill out a reservation form and submit it so things run as
smoothly as they can. But beyond that, carry with you an attitude of
grace. Conflicts will arise; there can be challenges but also
opportunities in growth. If it exists anywhere, forgiveness and
acceptance must be the hallmark of the church of Jesus Christ. Offer
grace and accept the grace offered to you by brothers and sisters from
and through Jesus.
Do you have a passion for photography? Maybe you have a great
camera just waiting for photo ops? Maybe you have your smart phone in your pocket or purse at all
times?
There are events in the life of the Church that are worth remembering and celebrating and
pictures of those events speak a thousand words about who the Church is and what it is about. We
could ask for one person to take a picture of events, but cameras and the people behind them are ubiquitous these days.
When you are at an event, worship or a Brat Fry or another special event or any event in the life of the church, snap
a picture and send it into the Church Office. Pictures can be in
the Circuit Rider or posted around the Church or put in the
newspaper or maybe saved for the 200th anniversary of the
Church. Let’s remember and celebrate and spread the Good
News that is alive in the Waupun United Methodist Church?
The big weekend will be here soon and as we
approach the Reunion Weekend: the 175th anniversary celebration of the Waupun
United Methodist Church, there is a little bit of sprucing up to be done around the
Church. The Trustees have set a clean-up date for the exterior of the Church on Saturday, August 24 starting at 8:00 am until the work is done. Watch and listen for details
on the areas that need work. If you are able to come that day, that would be great. If
you are able to choose a project and take care of it another day and time, thank you for
that. See you at church!
The 175th committee is sponsoring an old-fashioned summer worship/picnic on August 25 at
WILCOX PARK (Note change from original news.). We'll worship at 9:00 in the shelter at Wilcox
Park; cars may be parked near the shelter. Bring your own lawn chair if you wish.
A church lunch will follow worship, all food provided EXCEPT DESSERT. In keeping with old time
church lunch traditions, we will hold a "dessert" auction prior to the lunch. Everyone is asked to
bring the best of their dessert treats to be bid upon by others at the luncheon. Be a baker, be a
bidder. Add to the suspense: you may box or disguise your dessert so that bidders will be bidding
sight unseen or display it in royal fashion to bring a higher bid. All money raised will be used to
defray the costs of our 175th anniversary celebration.
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“But

now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath,

malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth.
There is a Coptic phrase that translates pretty closely, “What you
tolerate, you embrace.” This is used in both positive and negative
ways. In the positive case, it means that when we are tolerant of
differences, of changes, of new ideas, of other cultures, we will come
to accept and even embrace them. When we are patient and non-judgmental, everyone benefits.
However, there is a negative side which is offered as a caution. When we are tolerant of hateful,
arrogant, hurtful things – like racism, sexism, homophobia, and xenophobia – we can come to
embrace these ideas and actions as acceptable and normal. As Christians, we must be ever
mindful and watchful for these behaviors and stand up against them. Racist, sexist, exclusionary
and hostile behaviors are not acceptable. And this charge to oppose such behaviors crosses all
lines of theology, politics, culture, and creed. Bad behavior is bad behavior, and when we witness
it, we should name it for what it is.
I have great respect and regard for the position of the president of the United States, regardless of
the party he (or perhaps, one day, she) represents. I have been shocked and dismayed by racist
and sexist comments made by our current president. It does not matter what party is in power, no
one has the right to tell United States citizens, “Why don’t they go back and help fix the totally
broken and crime infested places from which they came.” Let me be clear, the president of the
United States has the right to disagree with, and even criticize, those who make comments about
how the country is being run. But to attack, to demean, to disrespect, and to deny their citizenship
is unacceptable. It sets a standard that cannot be tolerated – for to tolerate it is to embrace it.
We can do better. We must do better. We must be better. And we need to call our leaders – of
every party and political perspective – to exemplify the kind of behavior that befit a civilized and
healthy society. While there is a separation of church and state, there are still some basic tenets
of common decency and respect that people of any faith, or no faith, can share.
Most of us are taught from childhood to be kind, to share, to refrain from hitting, to not call people
names, to be respectful of the feelings of others. We have a basic grasp of what to do and what
not to do. Being kind, considerate, patient, loving, helpful, and tolerant are all signs of
maturity. Few people rank bullying, being abusive, being disrespectful, insulting, or intentionally
hurtful as mature behaviors. We all know better. And as a people who follow a savior who
instructs us to “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect,” (Matthew 5:48) we
cannot be tolerant of such things as racism and sexism, regardless of the source.
I invite us to pray for our president and our politicians. Our government leaders are not in a good
place when it comes to treating one another with respect. Our culture has become tolerant of
many of the behaviors Jesus and Paul warned against. There is much angry, malicious, abusive,
and slanderous language used by our political leaders. And as our leaders lead, so do we often
follow their example. But let us offer a different way, a better way. Let us turn aside wrath and
malice and slander and abuse. Let us call for a new rhetoric and a new language – a language of
grace and peace and hope and compassion and love. Take time to let your representatives – at all
levels – know you are watching and listening. Let them know when they do well but hold them to
account when they abuse their position and engage in hateful, hurtful, and damaging talk and
behavior. In time, as we become more tolerant of each other, perhaps we will embrace a gospel
vision of kindness and love for all.
Grace and Peace,
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung
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AUGUST WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

11

Ken, Morgan & Emily Brown

4
Bentley

4

Sue Rens-Guell

11

Laura Ten Pass

18

Sue Rens-Guell

25

Jean Vande Zande

4

Dan & Val Dolgner

11

Ken & Jenny Brown

Bob & Lois

11

Ken & Jenny Brown

18

Wayne & Dianne Strehlow

25

Jerry & Deb Kok

18
25

Jerry & Deb Kok

PowerPoint Operators
4

Kailey Schulz

11

Destiny Kappus

18
25

18

Destiny Kappus

Marsha Schaub

JULY ATTENDANCE
7
42
14
80
21
73
28
71

4
Deb
Ludjack

White - Jeanne

11

Steve Wendt - Gary Schulz

18

Marilyn VanderSanden - Dick Walters

25

Wayne Strehlow - Marsha Schaub
BULLETIN SPONSOR FOR JULY
Jeanne Ludjack for Bob & Arleen Pease
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
The annual services for Zion Congregational
Church, aka Old Stone Church, will be held on Sunday
August 11, 2019 at 2:00 PM. The church is located one
mile north of Alto at N4042 Amity Road. The speaker
will be , Lay Minister Martina Lindegarde Stanton.
Special music will be provided by Anna Lind, and the
organist will be Joyce Respalje. A free will offering will
be held. Following the service a time of refreshments
and fellowship will be held, and then the annual
meeting. All are encouraged to attend the meeting.
Cleaning the church will be on Saturday August 10th at
9:00 AM. Everyone is welcome!
The Christian Home & Rehabilitation Center will hold
their annual pie social and car show from 5 to 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, August 21. A freewill offering will benefit
the Christian Home and rehabilitation Center’s new
chapel, as well as resident services and programs. The
event will feature homemade pie and ice cream, BBQ
sandwiches and beverages. Due to limited parking,
shuttles will be available from the Central Wisconsin
Christian School, 301 Fox Lake Road, Waupun. For
more information, call the Christian Home at 324-9051.
The Waupun United Methodist Church
RSVP: Reunion Weekend September 14-15
We are ready! Are you?
Please respond (mail, email, phone, in person to the
church office by Sept. 1) indicating the events you will
participate in and how many people will be with you.
Please indicate the best way to contact you in the
weeks prior to the reunion. If you are unable to come,
perhaps you could respond to us with a summary of
what is new in your life to share.
Saturday, September 14
____ Welcome Conversation and Coffee
6-8 pm
Forest street entry, tours and displays
PowerPoint “Through the Years”

Sunday, September 15
____ Continental breakfast 7:45 Fireplace lounge
____ Reunion choir rehearsal 8:30 Choir room,
____ Worship 10:00 Sanctuary
____ Dinner
12:30 Wesley Center, donation
____ Memories 1:30
Wesley Center

1

Derek Pribbenow

2

Tom Montsma
Andrea Brown

4

June Southard
Sandy Vande Zande

5

Haley Montsma
Matthew Landaal

13

Wayne Ver Hage
Doris Core
Kaidon Shaw

14

Jill Bradley
Judy Teachout

15

Val Shaw

18

Jerrianne Vanderkin

19

Brant Nickel

21

William Buchholz

22

Rylee Respalje

23

Dylan Pribbenow

24

Joel Vande Zande
Chase Schaefer

27

Mike Hull

28

Elizabeth Asmus
Steven Wendt
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September 14-15: 175th Anniversary Reunion Weekend
Tentative Events:
Saturday 9/14: All are invited for Coffee, Conversation, and dessert from 7-9 PM
All are invited, including former pastors, choir members, church friends.
Tours of the church, "Over the Years" PowerPoint, historical displays.
Sunday 9/15 175th Anniversary Reunion Sunday
8:00 AM Continental breakfast for present and former choir members,
9:00 Mass choir rehearsal
10:00 Worship
12:00 Congregational dinner with our guests
"Sharing the Memories" program to follow
The 175th Anniversary Committee invites your feedback and ideas as we progress with these plans.
Speak to June Southard, Sue Duer, Janette Ruck, and Marsha Schaub.
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Wilcox Park
Worship 9:00
Church Picnic
following

25

Sally Cupery
Preaching
Leading Worship

18

11

26

19

6:15 PM

Church Council

27

1:30 PM

Combined Circle

20

6:15 PM

Finance

Worship
Committee

6:15 PM

13

6

Tue

12

5

4

Special Music
Norm & Shirley
Jansma

Mon

Sun

28

5-7 PM

Christian Home
Pie Social

21

14

7

Wed

29

10:00 AM

175th committee

22

15

8

30

23

16

9

2

1
175th 10 AM
Dream Team
5:45 PM

Fri

Thu

August 2019

31

8:00 AM-done

Church Cleanup

24

17

10

3

Sat

