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What is the history of Advent?
Advent means “coming” or “arrival.” The focus of Advent is on the Christian life now, in light of
the culmination of all things at Christ’s second coming. By focusing on last things, baptismal candidates were reminded of the need for Christ to come again to make all things new as they prepared to
begin their new lives in Christ.
Baptism would typically occur at Epiphany, the end of the Christmas Season when Christians
remember the coming of the Magi and celebrate the baptism of Jesus. This is why many older baptismal fonts include depictions of the Magi bringing gifts.
Similar to Lent, Advent developed as a penitential season of varying lengths. By the eighth century, Advent was generally observed for six weeks in the East (as it is to this day) and seven in the
West. By the 12th century, it became shortened in the West to four weeks.
Advent was part of the practice of the Church of England when John Wesley was a priest. When
he revised the liturgical calendar for use by American Methodists in 1784, he kept Advent and its four
Sundays. So, Advent was part of Methodist ritual from the beginning.
However, the 1792 General Conference dramatically simplified the ritual, removing nearly all of
the church calendar and the associated readings for each Sunday. As a result, Advent became a “lost
practice” among most American Methodists for well over a century. While a few hymns related to Advent were retained, it wasn’t until 1965 that specific ritual resources for Advent were included in The
Book of Worship of The Methodist Church.
By the time Advent was restored to Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren practice in the
mid-20th century, there were other significant developments in the cultural practices of Christmas that
impacted Advent in our congregations. The Christmas season as a cultural practice was no longer the
12 days beginning with Christmas Eve. Instead, it had become the nearly 30 days from American
Thanksgiving to Christmas Eve. This meant that even though the 1965 Book of Worship included readings and prayers focused on the second coming of Christ, many congregations expected Advent to conform to the cultural Christmas focus on the birth of Jesus.
By 1992, United Methodist liturgy and an expanded selection of Advent-specific hymns all
helped United Methodists understand and reclaim the original focus of Advent on the second coming of
Christ. And Come to the Waters, the primary United Methodist resource for preparing candidates for
baptism, includes guidance for using Advent as a season for final preparation for baptism.
United Methodists now have many rich resources to help us observe the fullness of what our Christian
ancestors created the Advent season to do. We can help others prepare for baptism as we contemplate
together the destiny of the universe when Christ comes in glory and then, during the Christmas Season, celebrate the gift of new birth and all that continues to unfold as we remember the birth of God
with us.

GIVING
“Giving Wholeheartedly”
December 2020

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and
steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves
do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

Is “Giving Wholeheartedly” a minor stewardship theme OR, is it the whole point of being a follower of Christ? Is
“Giving Wholeheartedly” the essential to having a relationship with the Creator? Is presenting our gifts to God not
just an important part of Sabbath worship, but is it the central and most important part and the true reason for our
worship? “Giving Wholeheartedly” means committing ourselves entirely to the mission and ministry exemplified by
the life of Jesus Christ. This means that every bit of time, every bit talent and every bit of treasure, even that which
we spend on ourselves and our families, is for God’s purpose. “Giving Wholeheartedly” means that when our
hearts are open, our arms are open as well. When we are practicing our discipleship, we are sharing the love and
grace with our neighbors near and far. We live out our love by reaching out to those in need, for example, Ruby’s
Pantry food distribution that served 380 families and individuals this week. Finally, “Giving Wholeheartedly” means
a willingness to give to the church, so that whatever ministry unfolds, it is funded. “Giving Wholeheartedly” provides opportunities for our local churches to be ready, willing and available to serve in whatever manner Christ
calls us to serve.” [Source: Think Greater, Wisconsin Conference UMC] What we can conclude from this is that you
need to give for your own spiritual benefit. Not selfishly because it makes you feel good, but because it fulfills your
need to be a faithful follower of Christ.

Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

Visit the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at

www.wumf.org or Facebook/wumf.org Or call 1-888-903-9863
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I’m a little embarrassed to admit it, but I had been here at the
Waupun United Methodist Church over 14 months before I
“discovered” another attic storage area above the Wesley Center.
In that attic and in the other attic are treasures, some of which
have remained hidden for a long time.
Amongst those treasures are a box of “Chrismons” which
were loving made many years ago. When I suggested to the Worship Committee this
past summer that we do a progressive Chrismons worship series through Advent,
Christmas and into Epiphany, I was unaware of the wonderful and numerous Chrismons
the Church already had.
Last month’s newsletter announced the series and, this past Sunday, the 1st
Sunday of Advent, focused on the Christmas Tree itself, the Hand of God, and the Cross.
Each of these, and other Chrismons, help us to focus on God and God’s presence and
gifts to us. Now, more than ever, we need to see and feel God’s presence among us.
I invite you to worship as a Church and build your own “Chrismons Tree” at home.
Your Chrismons don’t have to be elaborate. You can create them out of Styrofoam or
paper or whatever material you are comfortable with and might have available. Make a
“hand,” make a cross, and hang them on your tree at home. Next week, hang a fish
symbol, a butterfly, a dove, and a chalice on your tree.
Symbols for December 13th are the Sun, a rose, and a candle. Following these on
the 20th are a Chi-Rho (see below), a shell, and a crown. Christmas Eve, of course, will
focus on the angels who announced Jesus’ birth to the shepherds, a staff representing
the shepherds, the manger, and a heart to represent the love of God.
The in-between Sunday, December 27, we will hang an iota/Chi (see below), a
lamp, and a symbol of the Alpha and Omega (the beginning and the end). Finally, on
Epiphany, January 3, 2021, Three Kings’ Day, stars will light up the night leading all
seekers to the manger to find the King of Kings.
There are so many treasures that remain hidden and buried for people:
relationships, past and present, memories, possessions, health, opportunities. Some of
those are right in front of our noses and we fail to see them. Some of them require a
change in attitude that they might be seen. Some of them require a little bit of
searching.
But for those who seek with earnest and open hearts, God’s presence and gifts are
easily seen and readily available. "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will
find; knock and the door will be opened to you.“ (NIV Matthew 7:7) Jesus has come and
will come again. Every year believers celebrate the light of God come to earth to
overcome the darkness. Even non-believers have been affected by the need for light
and respond with lighted trees and decorations. The signs are all around us. Look and
see.

Pastor Steve
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Kayla DeChant

Angie Federer

David Schrader, son of Susan Schrader and Mason, grandson of Susan Schrader
All affected by the coronavirus pandemic
Remember our homebound:
At Home: Doris Laurain
Christian Home: Louise Miescke, Mary Ziebel
Prairie Place, Ripon: Elaine Stanton

Prairie Ridge: June Witowich, Alice Chase, Phyllis McDowell
BULLETIN SPONSORS FOR DECEMBER
Thanks to Steve and Loni Wendt for sponsoring the bulletin this month:
“In memory of Melissa”
And to Laura Schultz for also sponsoring the December bulletin:
“In memory of her husband”
A NOTE ON BULLETIN SPONSORSHIP:

Bulletin Sponsorship is also available at $10 per Sunday

1

Ken Brown

12

Bailey Larson

21

Jan Bloedow

Beth Fanshaw

13

Vicki Steinhardt

25

Keith Fanshaw

Pastor Steve
5

June Wild

Jeff Respalje
Alex Schultz

Gary Chase

15

Mitchell Shaw

Curt Core

17

DuWayne Schelter II

28

Mackenzi Federer

Andrew Visser

29

Brenda Stanton

11

Deven Respalje

12

Shane Bronson

19

Mollie Vande Kolk
Nummerdor

Viola McRobert
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Finance Committee News
The members of the Waupun United Methodist Church continue to be faithful in your giving and, as a
result, God has blest this Church with the resources to continue to do its work. Thank you for your
generosity. Offerings have been a sign of health and promise:
Nov. 1 — $2417 Nov. 8 — $1067 Nov. 15 — $1415 Nov. 22 — $4470 Nov. 29 — $4611

The Church received its check from its apportionments investments in the Wisconsin Methodist Foundation
this past Monday morning which will help the Church meet its obligation for ministry beyond its walls: in
the community, the state, the country and around the world. What a joy that we can have such impact from
our little corner of the world, around the world, to people we may never meet or even know about! What a
sign of faith from current and former Church members, an acknowledgment that God has blest us that we
might be a blessing to others and share what we have received with those of greater need. The Finance
Committee will meet Tues. Dec. 1st to finalize our apportionment donation and to close 2021. How amazing
to see the Church still at work amidst trying situations! The best is yet to come!

Waupun United Methodist Church - November 30, 2020
2020 General Fund Budget
General Fund Offerings, Donations, Rental
Income through 11/30/20
Brat Fry Profits
Corned Beef Dinner Fundraiser
Flower Fundraiser
Total Received
Percentage of Budget Received through
11/30/20

$

179,301.00

$

131,998.61

$ 128,506.85
$
$
$

2,578.17
138.59
775.00
73.6%

2020 Apportionments
Total Due for 2020
Collected 1/1- 11/30/20
Wis. UM Foundation Trust check
Total paid through 11/30/20
Remainder due for 2020 Apportionments

$

26,052.00

$ 14,088.00
$
3,595.97
$ 17,683.97

67.9%

$

8,368.03
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DECEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

6 Marilyn Vander Sanden and Nancy Vanderkin
6

Sue Rens-Guell

13

Laura Ten Pas

20

Sue Rens-Guell

13 Wayne Strehlow and Marsha Schaub
20 Deb White and Jeanne Ludjack

27 Gary Schulz and Wayne Strehlow

24
27

Laura Ten Pas

There is need for additional counters. If you would
like to help with this ministry, please talk to Wayne
Strehlow or call the Church Office.

News from the Trustees….
The Trustees continue working on the remodeling of the sanctuary. The roof project is almost
complete: new shingles have been laid, repairs have been done on the flat roofs, fascia and soffits are installed, new gutters are still to be fashioned and fastened. Carpet samples were in the
library for all to look at and give their opinion on which ones they liked best. We are now getting
larger samples of the most popular and will make a final decision soon. We will then choose a
paint color and Harvey will start painting after the 1st of the year.
Both stoves have been delivered to the Wesley Center kitchen. The remodeling of the area (just
by the stoves) will be done after the 1st of the year. Decisions still need to be made on the remodeling.
Decisions on new chairs/pews have not been made.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact one of the trustees.
From the Trustees……. Merry

Christmas to All!!
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Elizabeth Circle Happenings
•

Even though we cannot meet "in person", the Elizabeth Circle has some activities going on!
For those participating, Pen Pals have been matched up. The "Pals" are checking in with each other
and once we can meet again, they will share something that is special and that they are grateful for regarding their fellow circle member.

•

The holiday season brings the 12 Days of Christmas activities. Ladies, watch your email or mail for fun
and rewarding ways to safely share the spirit of Christmas during this pandemic.

•

The theme for January is "A Leap of Faith." Stay tuned for a sure to be interesting program to kick off
2021.

We hope and pray that you are staying safe and healthy during this challenging time. Please know we are
open to any ideas you have that can keep us together, even though we are physically apart.
Sue & Jeanne

Christmas Eve Service will be
Virtual this year on either
Facebook Live or You Tube

On December 24th at 4:30 pm
We hope everyone has a Blessed Christmas

Hats & Mittens

We will again be collecting these for Holiday Help for the Needy.
You may leave your unwrapped gifts at the office anytime before
Thursday, December 10, 2020. Thank you for sharing.

How many people realize that the Waupun UMC has its own
medical mission right here at the Church? Hidden safely in the attic (did
you know the Wesley Center has attic storage?), amidst worship supplies
and seasonal decorations, silk plants and banners and ladders and
mechanicals, are many medical supplies. There are wheelchairs,
crutches, commodes, canes, walkers and even high chairs for infants.
If you or if you know someone who may be in need of medical supplies,
please contact the Church Office.

In light of the continuing threat of Covid-19 from the coronavirus and in response to
our Bishop’s recommendation (found on pg. 1 of the November Circuit Rider), the Church
Council, after agonizing discussion, decided to suspend public worship in the Sanctuary for
the time being. John Wesley’s Rules for Methodist Christian Living call us to: 1) do no harm,
2) do all the good we can do, and 3) observe the ordnances of God. This is our chance to
care for each other. On-line worship will continue to be available on Facebook Live and on
You Tube. Those who do not have access can come into the Church to watch Sunday
worship in the Library when the Church Office is open, by calling the Church Office or Pastor
Steve. Pray that cases my fall and everyone will observe the safety precautions necessary
to combat our common enemy, so that we may worship together again soon.

The Waupun United Methodist Church will continue
its tradition of bell ringing with safety precautions in
place this year. The Salvation Army event will take
place at the Waupun Piggly Wiggly on Friday,
December 4th from 10 am—6 pm. One to two
volunteers are needed per hour, with the option to
ring together or separately. Thanks for your help.

CHURCH HEALTH SERVICES IS A WISCONSIN DRUG REPOSITORY
We may be able to help you with free:
Prescription Medications, Insulin and Diabetic Supplies, Other Medical Supplies
Over the Counter Medications
As a drug repository member, we are able to accept, store and dispense donated
medications and supplies to individuals who are low income.
To find out if you are eligible or to learn more;
call 920-887-1766, option 1 or email us at infd@churchclinic.org

Waupun United Methodist Church
199 E. Jefferson St.
Waupun, WI 53963

The Members of the
Waupun United Methodist Church
along with Pastor Steve Miller
invite you to come together for worship on Sunday morning
via Facebook Live or on You Tube.
Worship begins at 9am CST
For information,
call the Church Office at 920-324-9721 or
email at WaupunUMC@gmail.com or
check out the church website: waupunumc.com or
our Facebook page: United Methodist Church-Waupun

