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My sacred and beloved siblings in Christ, our Council of Bishops endorsed the Protocol of Reconciliation and
Grace Through Separation proposal that offers an end to the current deep division in our United Methodist
Church. I have mixed feelings about the proposal and what it means.
On the one hand, it not only recognizes our differences, but honors a very broad spectrum of beliefs,
interpretations, visions, and desires for the church. Not everyone will be happy, but that has been part of
our dilemma – there is no way forward that everyone will agree with or support. Our guidance to “Do No
Harm,” comes to a place of doing the least harm possible in the short term, that we might do more good in
the long term. The Protocol offers a way for moderate and progressive United Methodists to be in ministry
in a fully inclusive church and for traditionalists to continue in a ministry that honors certain
restrictions. This also recognizes that there is no healthy, adequate “one-size-fits-all” polity and doctrine for
a wondrously diverse global church. We have arrived at a place where graceful autonomy is required for
different regions of our planet to make decisions that allow for effective ministry and witness. The
decisions most appropriate for The United Methodist Church in the United States are not appropriate for
Africa, Russia, the Philippines, or other regions of our church. We progress, we evolve, we adapt at
different levels, in different ways, at different times. In this case, unity has not been a strength.
We are in a liminal space, preparing to cross a threshold that marks a distinctive and drastic new chapter in
the story of Methodism. The proposed Protocol invites us to shift our energies in significant ways. First, we
cannot continue to treat members of our baptized fellowship as adversaries. The division that yields “us/
them” thinking is doing no one any good. We are all in this together, “working out our own salvation with
fear and trembling,” (Philippians 2:12), seeking a pathway that ceases to do harm to those with whom we
disagree. If the mediation to this process tells us anything, it is that we must seek what is best for all and
not just for those “on our side.” Second, we need to stop fighting over territory, property, and finances. All
we possess and manage is God’s; if we separate, we must be willing to divide God’s assets in such a way
that faithful stewardship may continue for all. Fighting over things will not take us to a positive future and
will simply serve to damage our mission and ministry and provide a terrible witness to our world. Third,
allowing a less-confrontational separation means that we stand a better chance of friendly transition. On
our current course, we face the likelihood of irreparable damage and continued animosity. It is time for us
to offer grace to all, to cease needless insult and injury, and to lay the groundwork for hope and healing.
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At first, it was just embarrassing when it would slip past the proofreader’s red pen, the typographical error of “Untied” instead of “United”
Methodist Church. As time has gone on, “Untied” is becoming more and
more likely, at least officially, as the United Methodist Church’s General
Conference draws nearer in May at Minneapolis.
An official painful separation may occur at that Conference as one
of the proposals for separation, the INDIANAPOLIS PLAN OR THE
“NEW EXPRESSIONS WORLDWIDE” plan, “the NEXT GENERATION UMC” plan, or the
“PROTOCAL OF RECONCILIATON & GRACE TRHOUGH SEPARATION” plan or the “U.S.
REGIONAL CONFERENCE” plan or another that still may be brought to that General Conference are
adopted. Any separation may mean difficult decisions for Conferences, Churches and for individual
United Methodists. It is my hope that an outcome is chosen which will retain as much connection as
possible. It can show the world, then, how differences can be overcome and still be connected. It can
show the world, then, how the church’s mission can still be paramount.
In the meantime, the work of the Church continues in our local community in and through the
Waupun United Methodist Church.
The Worship Committee continues to meet and do its work. The season of Lent, as you already
know, begins this month on February 26, Ash Wednesday, and the Committee has been discussing
worship for that evening, ordering ashes for that evening and palms for Palm Sunday in April. It has
been discussing a small group study for Lent and asks for feedback from the Congregation. What time
should it be, what day, what program should be offered? The Committee is in planning for
Wednesday evening devotions and a meal during Lent and possibly a breakfast on Easter morning.
The SPRC has met to seek out resumes for a new Administrative Assistant for the Church,
conducted interviews, and hired Kathy Schmidt.
The Membership Committee continues to review membership rolls and reach out to those in
the Church family who have become estranged for one reason or another, making phone calls and
contact, sending letters and mailing “Missing You” cards to those who have been absent. It has also,
in reviewing records, helped me to submit an accurate count through our annual Statistical Report.
History and Records keeps track of the “high points” from the past to remind us of how God
has blest us in the past and to encourage us of blessings yet to come.
You are probably aware of how the “Dream Team” has responded to the call of the Holy Spirit
and how active it is: Rummage Sale, Craft Fair, Salad Luncheon, Live Nativity, Trunk and Treat,
Community Table, etc. I know that I will miss something, but there are innumerable ways in which
the “Dream Team” helps the Waupun UMC to reach out to the community with a message of hope and
light.
The Finance Committee reports that the Church’s investments continue to grow enabling
ministry to continue. Among those investments are the accounts dedicated to connectional sharing,
otherwise known as apportionments. This is our United Methodist way of being a global church,
touching the lives of people whom we may never know or even meet, but being the hands and words of
Jesus throughout the world. Offerings are received, counted, and deposited within appropriate
guidelines, with transparency and honesty. The Finance Committee, through our Church Treasurer,
has also helped me to submit data for our annual Statistical Reports.
The Trustees may have the biggest job right now. In addition to maintaining the infrastructure
of the church building, cleaning and repairs and upkeep, the Board of Trustees is also looking ahead to
how best to provide for the worship needs of the Congregation: whether that be through repairing/
remodeling/upgrading the current sanctuary or looking into building or remodeling for something
new.
Except for a Church Council Chair, Committees and Boards are staffed with dedicated and
committed Church members to lead the Church in its God-given ministries.
It is a lot, but by God’s strength and wisdom, we are a part of the Kingdom of God in this place.

Pastor Steve

(Bishop Jung’s letter continued.)

Pray. Pray for the church and its leaders. Pray for your own congregation, but also for all the congregations that
will be impacted by these decisions. Pray for grace in all our actions. Pray for The United Methodist Church as it
moves forward and pray for the new Methodist denomination and affiliates that will emerge. Pray for our global
church – for our ongoing work of social justice, world-wide missions, and evangelism and witness – that will require
our commitment and support to stay strong and vital as we work out our polity and practices for a radically new
and different church.
Talk. Beyond talking to God, talk to each other. It is my prayer that all congregations will create space and time for
the community of faith to come together for conversation, prayer, discernment, and honest exploration. People will
have many questions, and while we may not have clear, specific answers, it is important that everyone have
opportunity to express themselves.

Be reflective, not reactive. Our entire culture in the United States is suffering a time of cynicism, skepticism,
suspicion, and ascribing negative intent. Reactivity makes us look for problems, to key in on what we don’t like and
what we disagree with. We wonder about ulterior motives and hidden agendas. I ask us all to make a conscious
effort to work together for good, to see possibilities, and to prepare for a grace-filled, kind and compassionate way
forward. Yes, there has been great hurt, there are things that have been done and said that cannot be taken
back. But by God’s grace it is time to leave the past behind and work together for a future that truly honors and
glorifies God, that can allow space for effective and faithful ministry for everyone along the theological spectrum,
and that creates fertile soil for healing, redemption and resurrection.
Is the Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation the answer we have been looking for? Well, there is
no simple solution to a complex and dynamic problem, but it is a way forward that allows us to move beyond the
destruction of our disagreement and division, it is a hope that we can do less harm and that we can do more good,
and it is a tangible and concrete challenge for us to work together to create a better, stronger future. This is my
hope.
A comparison chart of the 5 plans for separation that are currently scheduled for General Conference is available at
https://cdnsc.umc.org/-/media/umc-media/2020/01/09/19/07/General-Conference-UMC-Plans-Chart-V6
or pick up a copy in the Church Office.

The Summer Camp 2020 programs have been announced.
Contact the Church Office or talk to Pastor Steve to get a
schedule or log onto WIUMCamps.org
Since 1947, the camp settings at Pine Lake & Lake Lucerne have been providing life-changing experiences of
spiritual growth.
Great stories of firsts come from these places. The first time away from home. The first time catching a fish.
The first time worshiping around a campfire. The first time eating a s’more. And for some, the first time they felt
God encounter them personally.
A lot has changed at Pine Lake & Lake Lucerne over the years, but it still feels like home to campers that
come back to visit. The quiet of the lake, the wind through the trees and the sound of voices singing together still
wraps it’s way through the forest.
We are eager to offer you the Christian hospitality and care that has always been a part of our story. We
can’t wait to have you at summer camp, host you for a retreat, or support your family, ministry or personal retreat!
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Angie Federer

Staci White

Mason, grandson of Susan Schrader

David Schrader, son of Susan

Ryan Giese, grandnephew of Jeanne Ludjack

Remember our Service Members:
Kolbie – Afghanistan - Grandson of Nancy Vanderkin

Hunter – Afghanistan - Grandson of Nancy Vanderkin
Remember our homebound
At Home: Doris Laurain, Rose Muraski, Viola McRobert
Christian Home: Louise Miescke, Elvera Marsh, Mary Ziebel
Prairie Place, Ripon: Elaine Stanton, Larry Stanton
Prairie Ridge: June Witowich, Alice Chase, Phyllis McDowell

United Methodist Church General Conference 2020

May 5 – 15, 2020
Minneapolis, Minnesota
www.gc2020welcome.org
The General Conference is the primary legislative body of The United Methodist Church and the only body that
speaks officially for the church. Meeting once every four years to determine legislation affecting connectional
matters, it is composed of no fewer than 600 and no more than 1,000 delegates. Working within the boundaries
of the Church Constitution and General Rules, the General Conference defines and fixes the conditions,
privileges and duties of church membership; the powers and duties of elders, deacons, diaconal ministers and
local pastors; and the powers and duties of annual conferences, missionary conferences, charge conferences and
congregational meetings. It authorizes the organization, promotion and administrative work of the church. The
General Conference also defines the powers and duties of the episcopacy, authorizes the official hymnal and
book of worship, provides a judicial system and procedures, initiates and directs all connectional enterprises of
the church and enacts other legislation for the operation of the church.
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EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
As February replaces January, the
season of Lent replaces the season of
Epiphany. With Lent arriving on Ash
Wednesday, February 26, the Worship
Committee has been discussing offering a
group study, a Bible study, spirituality or
prayer or another kind of group study, but,
before a program is purchased, the
Worship Committee is asking for the
interest level of the Congregation: what
kind of study might be preferred and when
it should be offered: before or after
worship services on Sunday, a morning,
afternoon or evening during the week?
Let us know what you think. Talk to Pastor
Steve or Wayne Strehlow, Anne Gysbers,
Sue Guell, Janette Ruck, Sue Duer or
Marilyn Vander Sanden.
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday,
February 26, at the Waupun United
Methodist Church with a worship service at
5:45. Each Wednesday of Lent, there will
be, as is the Church’s tradition, a meal
followed by a short devotion.
Watch for further details about these
meals and devotions which will be an opportunity for us to deepen our faith, and
walk the way to the cross with Jesus and
triumphant resurrection on Easter Sunday.

Make A Valentine project: TODAY!
Before &/or after Sunday Worship, February 2
Come early, stay late to spread some Valentine cheer to our
shut-in's and those you love.
Make homemade
Valentines! The decoration supplies will await you or bring
your own on Sunday on tables in Fellowship Hall-construction paper, doilies, frills and candies, markers for
personal messages and Bible verses, scissors, glue,
tape...all you need to bring is your imagination.
Some of these Valentines will be delivered to shut-in's on
Sunday, Feb 9 from 10:00 to 11:00; sign up in the white
binder to drive or participate, (Children and youth are
especially encouraged to sign up, this traditionally being a
Sunday School project. Now we offer everyone a chance to
spread the joy,). Spread the love, warm the winter, spread
the Valentines!

2

Jenni Bianco

14 Derrick Schelter

Bradley Elvers

15 Doris Laurain

4

Claire Bresser

17 Pat Nickel

6

Tyler Bronson

7

Nathan Vande Zande

19 Cory Nickel

8

Cory Starbird

26 Larry Duer

10 Kaylar Laper
6 Bobbie Vossekuil
Sue Duer

Taylor Brown

27 Bandi Dolgner
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FEBRUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

2

Michelle Good and family

9

April Cox and Angie Federer

2

Jeanne Vande Zande

16

Larry and Mary Vande Zande

9

Laura Ten Pass

23

Ken and Jenny Brown and family

16

Sue Rens-Guell

23

Laura Ten Pass

26

Laura Ten Pass

2

Marilyn Vander Sanden - Dick Walters

9

Wayne Strehlow - Keith Fanshaw

16

Deb White - Jeanne Ludjack

2

Curt & Doris Core

23

Steve Wendt - Gary Schulz

9

Ken and Jenny Brown and family

16

Jerry & Deb Kok

23

Mary Vande Zande

Children’s Message

2

Destiny Kappus and Troy Good
Ken, Morgan, and Emily Brown

2

Marsha Schaub

“It’s a Super Bowl”

9

9

Trisha Visser

“Valentine’s Day”

19

Larry and Mary Vande Zande

23

Morgan Schelter/April Cox/Brenden,

16

Brant, and Liz Federer

23

JANUARY ATTENDANCE
January 5
62
January 12
57
January 19
59
January 26
59
BULLETIN SPONSOR FOR FEBRUARY
Jeanne Ludjack
In memory of Bob and Arleen Pease

2
9

Gary Schulz

16

Loni Wendt

23

Ken Brown

The Waupun United Methodist Church

welcomes Kathy Schmidt as our
Administrative Assistant.

Hello, and thank you for the opportunity to serve your church! I’ve
lived in the Beaver Dam area most of my life, except for college.
I graduated from Ripon College with a major in Psychology and a
minor in Religion. I’m recently divorced (2+ years) after a 26-year
marriage, despite my best efforts not to. I have 2 amazing
children, both of whom are adults now. My son Aaron is 27 and
works as an Assistant Kitchen Manager at the new Anduzzi’s sports
bar in Kimberly (near Appleton). My daughter Megan is 18 and is in
her freshman year at Carroll University in Waukesha. The last I
heard, she’s interested in pursuing a career in Politics and
Government and would like to work at the State Department in
Washington, D.C. someday. But majors can change, so we’ll see if
she continues in it.
I also work part-time as an Office Assistant at NAMI (National
Alliance on Mental Illness) Dodge County in Beaver Dam. In my
spare time, I like to spend time with family and friends. I also love
to read and learn new things. Thank you again for having me here!

KID’S CORNER

17

24

23

Worship
Committee
6:15 PM

10

16

Second Sunday
Offering

9

25

Combined Circles

6:15 PM

Finance

18

11

Choir

26

6:30 PM

Choir

19

Choir 6:30 PM

12

6:30 PM

5

5:30 PM

4

Wed

Choir

3

2

Tue

Trustees

Mon

Sun

27

20

13

5:45 PM

Dream Team

6

Thu

28

21

14

7

Fri

22

15

8

Beaver Dam: Trinity

SPRC training - 9am

1

Sat

Waupun United Methodist Church
199 E. Jefferson St.
Waupun, WI 53963

The Members of the
Waupun United Methodist Church
along with Pastor Steve Miller
invite you to come for worship on Sunday morning.
Worship begins at 9am

For information,
call the Church Office at 920-324-9721 or
email at WaupunUMC@gmail.com or
check out the church website: waupunumc.com or
our Facebook page: United Methodist Church-Waupun

