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O sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Sing to the Lord, bless his name;
tell of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous works among all the peoples.
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
he is to be revered above all gods. (Psalm 96:1-4)
I am ready for a new song! I am tired of the old songs we have been singing in our United Methodist
fellowship for the past few years. Even before the pandemic struck us in early 2020, our songs had not been
of praise and jubilation, but of argument and division, injustice and judgment. And the world has heard us
singing these songs. Songs of disharmony, disunity, discord, and dissonance – not the glorious music of
people praising God.
For Christmas this year, I invite us to change our tune. Music is a powerful medium, and it has incredible
potential for bridging and healing and renewal of body, mind, and spirit. Think for a moment of your favorite
hymns and the carols and music that fills and thrills you. Are these songs of despair and unhappiness? Even
the protest songs that call us to social and interpersonal action cast a positive vision for what might be. The
people of God use song to offer gratitude, adoration, thanks, and praise.
When our songs turn sour and negative it is because we have turned from the divine light and wisdom of
God (a historically and theologically accurate definition of "sin"). People overwhelmed by and engaged in
oppression, people filled with loathing and contempt for others, people doing violence to others, people who
do not know or understand compassion, mercy, and grace, cannot sing songs of joy and hope. It is only in
returning to God’s divine light (a historically and theologically accurate definition of "repentance") that our
hearts are lifted and able to rejoice.
This is why we need Christmas. This is where we are reminded of God’s plan for all creation. This is where
we are reunited as one people under God – we all need the light of redemption and peace. Our human

brokenness causes us to focus on the things we don’t like, the things we don’t want, and the people we
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GIVING
Because our Giving Is Worship
January 2021

You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity

will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people
but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.” (2 Corinthians 9:10-12) God established a design for
worshipping when God revealed to Moses the plan for the Tent of Meeting (aka Tabernacle). Central to that worship was sacrificial giving. God required gifts of animals and grain be brought to the Tabernacle to be sacrificed and
offered to God because it was pleasing to God. These gifts were the first fruits of the agricultural work of the people representing a tithe (10%) of their production. God knew that an institution like Temple worship would require
resources to be sustained. We read in the Old Testament that the people’s gifts of meat and bread, cooked in a
way pleasing to God, directly provided food for the priests, guards, and caretakers of the temple and the spiritual

leaders of the tribes. Sharing the fruits of the harvest became the large feasts we read about in Jesus’ time. In the
modern Christian church, we maintain this pattern of giving designed by God. Now, people are called to give in a
way pleasing to God: first fruits representing 10% of each family’s productivity. Though, in modern times, it is money rather than agricultural produce. These gifts to God, offered and dedicated in our worship services, are used to
maintain the institution of the church by supporting its ministry and mission. This includes worship, congregational
care, spiritual development, hospitality & outreach, and missions by way of support for clergy and staff, building
maintenance and other budgetary items. What we can conclude from this is that we give first because it is a gift
pleasing to God. As a result of our giving to God in worship, we also support all aspects of the important work of
the church.
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

Visit the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at

www.wumf.org or Facebook/wumf.org Or call 1-888-903-9863
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Every so often one of those videos will pop up: people who
celebrated too soon. The converse, of course, is those people who gave up
too early. The way to win a race, not that I have ever been fast enough to
win running races, I have heard, is to sprint through the tape, and not
just to it.
As we transition from one year to the next, everyone talks about
the year that was, especially this year, and some go out on the limb to
make predictions about the year that will be. What will be different? What will be better? What
are our goals and expectations for a new year?
I wouldn’t have done it this way, but one of my goals when I came to the Waupun United
Methodist Church in 2019 was to establish an on-line, virtual worship capability. We have been
forced into that and I am grateful for the Church and people within the Church who have spent
their resources, financial and personal, to make this a reality. The numbers don’t lie; we are
reaching more people with the good news of the gospel via virtual worship than we did with inhouse, in-person worship. Not that it is a substitute, in-person worship is a necessity and a
longing for Christians, but the Waupun UMC has learned a new way of doing things.
Along the way, events that the Church has considered normative and her way of doing
things have been cancelled or modified and it gives us a time to pause and reconsider the how
and the why and the who of past events and activities. Who is involved and in positions of
leadership? Who is living out their Membership in and through the Church? Who is no longer a
part of the Church family? I think we need to consider why we do what we do and if those things
are still part of our call to ministry and identity from the Holy Spirit.
Driving or walking past the Church building, it is impossible to notice the new roof. This
was long overdue and looks great. The flat roofs and the water leaks have been repaired and
patched and areas of concern for down-the-road have been identified. Fascia and soffits have
been replaced as well as gutters. These have been necessary things.
The Trustees have been researching and discussing new carpeting and new paint for the
Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall and considering replacing the front pews with movable seating.
These are big decisions because the current atmosphere of the Sanctuary is well-loved. One
thing leads to another and we listen for the Holy Spirit’s direction as we run through the tape for
the next 175 years. What are the essentials of our faith, our call, and our identity? How should
it be known in the community and beyond?
We should not hold onto things just because “we’ve always done it that way.” We should
not fail to change and grow because we are comfortable where we’re at. We should not fail to
consider the future because we have grown complacent in the present. “We’ve a story to tell to
the nations,” and we are called to “Go, tell it on the mountain, and everywhere.”
So, how do we tell the story to people whom we have not yet met? How do we become a
Church that is actively seeking out its mission to reach the people who we have not yet reached?
We do not live for ourselves, Jesus has modeled and commanded that we live for others: reaching
out and serving in love. The health of a tree can be seen by its fruit and we are called to bear
fruit: good fruit that serves and meets the needs around us.
The Waupun United Methodist Church has been, continues to be faithful in its call to be a
light to others. I have no doubt that it will continue to be faithful. So, let’s think outside the box,
beyond our self-imposed limitations and vision and run through the tape. Whether you mark the
new year at January 1 or at the 1st Sunday of Advent or any other arbitrary day or date, it is
always ahead of us and will be until Jesus’ 2nd coming and all of creation is perfected.

Pastor Steve
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Kayla DeChant

Angie Federer Dara Bronson Delores Duer Ryan Giese

David Schrader, son of Susan Schrader and Mason, grandson of Susan Schrader
All affected by the coronavirus pandemic
Remember our homebound:
At Home: Doris Laurain (in Indiana), Viola McRobert
Christian Home: Louise Miescke
Prairie Place, Ripon: Elaine Stanton
Prairie Ridge: June Witowich, Alice Chase, Phyllis McDowell
BULLETIN SPONSORS FOR JANUARY
Thanks to Judy Lyon for sponsoring the bulletin this month:
“In memory of Gilbert & Elaine Erdman”
A NOTE ON BULLETIN SPONSORSHIP:
Bulletin Sponsorship is also available at $10 per Sunday

1

Nancy Vanderkin

2

Michael Redman

10

Lorna O’Donovan

12

Arlene Rohr

20

Lois Bentley

30

Phyllis McDowell

Brenden Cox
23

Ann Henderson
April Cox

My thanks to the Waupun UM Congregation for the
Christmas gift of Waupun Area Chamber of Commerce Gift
Certificates. I appreciate the opportunity to shop local and
support the businesses of the city.
Pastor Steve
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Finance Committee News
The members of the Waupun United Methodist Church continue to be faithful in your giving and, as a
result, God has blest this Church with the resources to continue to do its work. Thank you for your
generosity. Offerings have been a sign of health and promise:
Dec. 6 — $2785 Dec. 13 — $2460 Dec. 20 — $4568 Dec. 27 — $2940
Cue the fireworks! You’ve done it! Praise God! In response to God’s awesome gifts, the faithfulness of current
Waupun UMC Christians and those of the past through our investments in the United Methodist Foundation, has
enabled the Church to pay its apportionments in full again! Not focused on itself, the fruit of this Church is outreach, caring for the needs of others around the world and spreading the good news of the gospel for all people.
Thank you for your faithful giving.

Waupun United Methodist Church - December 31, 2020

$
179,301.00

2020 General Fund Budget
General Fund Offerings, Donations, Rental Income through 12/31/20

$ 142,823.85

Brat Fry Profits
Corned Beef Dinner Fundraiser
Flower Fundraiser

$
$
$

2,578.17
138.59
775.00
$
146,315.61

Total Received
Percentage of Budget Received through 12/31/20

81.6%

2020 Apportionments
Total Due for 2020
Collected 1/1- 12/31/20
Transfer from Investments
Wis. UM Foundation Trust check
Wis. UM Foundation Trust check
Total paid through 12/31/20
Remainder due for 2020 Apportionments
Apply to 2021 Apportionments

$
26,052.00
$ 16,833.00
$ 4,500.00
$ 2,526.01
$ 3,595.97
$ 27,454.98

105.4%
$

-

$1,402.98
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JANUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

3 Marilyn Vander Sanden and Nancy Vanderkin
10 Wayne Strehlow
17 Deb White and Jeanne Ludjack

3

Laura Ten Pas

24 Dan Dolgner and Gary Schultz

10

Sue Rens-Guell

31 Marilyn Vander Sanden and Nancy Vanderkin

17

Sue Rens-Guell

24

Sue Rens-Guell

31

Laura Ten Pas

There is need for additional counters. If you would
like to help with this ministry, please talk to Wayne
Strehlow or call the Church Office.

News from the Trustees….
The roof project has been completed!! The Trustees continue to look for carpeting and paint color; we
are finding it’s not a simple task.
We are asking the congregation for their opinion on purchasing chairs for the sanctuary. The chairs
would just replace the first 4 rows of pews; the pews (mostly the short pews) would remain in the sanctuary. We have had the pads for over 30 years and are thinking of replacing them. Please call or email
someone on the trustees committee and let them know your opinion – we would appreciate your opinion.
That’s all for now; have a Happy and Safe New Year!
The Trustees
(If anyone would like to join the trustees committee; please let us know. We could really use some more
members to help us.)

11

Worship—9am

31

Worship—9am

24

Worship—9am

17
25

18

Worship—9am Worship Committee—
6:15

10

4

3

“Undecorating” 9:00 am
SPRC—5:30

Mon

Sun

26

19

Finance /Church
Council—6:10

Trustees—5:30

12

5

Tue

27

20

13

6

Wed

28

21

14

7

Thu

29

22

30

23

16

2
9

1
8

15

Sat

Fri

Virtual Worship
Since suspending public worship on March 22, resuming public worship on June 21, albeit with
restrictions, and then suspending public worship again in November because of the coronavirus
pandemic, churches, including the Waupun United Methodist Church, have learned new ways to worship
and to participate in worship. Our principle vehicles have been Facebook Live and YouTube.
We want to continue looking for ways to invite and make it possible for as many as would like to
worship. Some do not have internet access, so there is another option we have been researching:
livestream by phone. Anyone, even with a traditional land line, could participate in worship through this
system.
Very basically, if the Church would subscribe to this service, the system would place a telephone
call to any registered phone number at the start of worship and that individual could respond and hear
the worship service through their telephone.
However, the service is fairly pricey and we don’t know how many would be interested in taking
advantage of it. The price is $59/month with a $99 set-up fee or $708/year which includes the set-up
fee. If this is something you might be interested in, please call the Church Office. Perhaps you might
even have the resources to finance this service for a month or longer or perhaps even for the year.
There are some for whom, even after we resume public worship, this might be their best
opportunity to worship with the Waupun United Methodist Church. We are called to worship the God who
has come again to bless us. Let us be a worshipping Congregation.

The Waupun United Methodist Church
continued its tradition of bell ringing with
safety precautions in place this year.
The Salvation Army event took place at
the Waupun Piggly Wiggly on Friday,
December 4th. Both kids and adults
helped out with this worthy cause during
this season of giving.
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don’t want to love. The redeeming love of God, born in human form in Jesus the Christ, is our wake-up call
to care more about other’s needs than our own desires, to stop judging and condemning the people we
dislike or disagree with, and to begin to live in alignment with God’s unconditional love and unmerited
grace for all people.
I am not talking about cheap grace without accountability; this would not free us to sing a new song. I am
talking about bedrock faith and love that has the power to transform lives, families, states, nations,
countries, and the world. God so loves this world that Jesus came in human form and dwells with us
continuously through the power of the Holy Spirit. When we deny this, we see the terrible results of racism,
sexism, ableism, xenophobia, homophobia, economic injustice, prejudice, ageism, and violence against
those we deem unworthy of dignity and respect. What kind of songs emerge from such blasphemous
worldviews and positions?
But we are the people of God the creator, the disciples of Christ the redeemer, and the body of Christ
through the power of the Holy Spirit the sustainer. There is no place for disunity and discord within this
Holy Trinity. So, the songs we will sing will need to be new versions of the old, old music of God. We will
sing of joy. We will sing of hope. We will sing of justice. We will sing of healing. We will sing of love. Not
solely because these are nice ideas we wish for, but because they are the truest expression of who we
really are, who God created us to be.
I close this message with a word of thanks and a blessing. I thank you for your faithful actions during this
pandemic year. I celebrate each one of you who faithfully wear masks. I celebrate each one of you who
practice social distancing. I praise laity and clergy leaders who have protected God’s precious people by
not gathering in-person and creatively using resources and technology to worship, meet, and stay
connected. I am grateful for the Christian concern and practice to do no harm, to do good, and to attend to
the ordinances of God. It has been hard to be apart, but it has been right and proper and faithful to take

these precautions. And now the blessing:
My beloved beautiful Wisconsin people, leave the past behind, forsake all thoughts and actions that cause
harm, and clothe yourself in the blessed and divine light of Jesus the Christ. Sing a new song that God’s
glory may shine in and through you for all the world to see. Have a glorious Christmas and a bright and
beautiful new year.

Hee-Soo Jung
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung has served as resident bishop of the Wisconsin Annual Conference since
September of 2012. Prior to leading the Wisconsin Conference UMC, Bishop Jung served eight years as
bishop of the Northern Illinois Conference (Chicago area).

Story of the Chrismons
The Waupun United Methodist Church will conclude its worship series based on
Chrismons this Sunday, January 3 as we remember and celebrate the arrival of the Magi, who followed the star to the manger to worship the newborn King.
Since November 29, the first Sunday in Advent, every Sunday different Chrismons have
pointed our attention to God and to the Messiah, Jesus.
The Christmas Tree itself is a Chrismon, which by its evergreen color points to the everlasting
nature of God.
The Hand (of God) moved across the chaos of creation and brought order and shaped the world,
which points to God’s great glory in creation.
The Cross, in all of its different variations, is the symbol of God’s great love for people, that we
might not perish, but might have the promise, hope, and guarantee of salvation by belief in
Jesus as the Christ.

If you draw one arc of the Ichthus, the Christian “fish,” would the person you meet draw the
other arc? Would you, and show yourself to be a Christian?
One flap of the wings of a butterfly can change weather patters around the world. Jesus’ death
on the cross and His resurrection has changed lives and changed the world.
The Holy Spirit, in the form of a Dove or a flame or even a wind, is the symbol of the wisdom of
God, breathed into us to point our way to God.
The Chalice or cup, along with the loaf of bread, is the sign of Jesus’ continued presence among
us in the celebration of Communion.
The Sun of Righteousness has risen upon us this Christmas. Jesus is our “bright, morning star.”
A Rose blooms in the desert and gloom gives way to grace.
The light has come and will come again and a Candle burns in the darkness.
Our first Greek letters, the Chi-Rho, are the first two letters of Christ. Let’s keep the X in Christmas!
King of kings and Lord of lords, and He shall reign forever and ever! Crown Jesus as king of your
life and heart.
Water poured from the Shell is God’s invitation to accept His gift of grace, forgiveness and love.
The Angel revealed His birth this night, announcing good news of great joy for all people!
They went quickly, the shepherds, leaving their sheep and carrying their Shepherd’s Staff, to
see the baby lying in the manger.
Love came down at Christmas, revealing the Heart (of God).
Our second Greek letters are Iota (no “J” in Greek) and Chi (the first letter of Christ): Jesus Christ
born again.
God’s glory in heaven is like a Lamp which lights up the darkness, for there will be no sun or
moon or other light: only the light of God’s glory.
Jesus is Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last, and everything inbetween.
Born in Bethlehem, the city of David, in the line of David, Jesus is the prophesied Messiah .
So the 6-pointed star, the Jewish star, reveals Jesus’ Jewish ancestry.
What gift can you bring: gold, frankincense, myrrh? Can you play your drum for Him? The Wise
Men saw the 5-pointed star from the east and came to worship Him.
It is not always easy being a Christian, but in the 8-pointed star, drawn without lifting the pen,
you can see the Chi, the Rho, and a cross and find grace and new birth in Jesus.

Waupun United Methodist Church
199 E. Jefferson St.
Waupun, WI 53963

The Members of the
Waupun United Methodist Church
along with Pastor Steve Miller
invite you to come together for worship on Sunday morning
via Facebook Live or on You Tube.
Worship begins at 9am CST
For information,
call the Church Office at 920-324-9721 or
email at WaupunUMC@gmail.com or
check out the church website: waupunumc.com or
our Facebook page: United Methodist Church-Waupun

