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We Are All Israelites
After a long time, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned under their slavery and cried
out. Out of the slavery their cry for help rose up to God. (Exodus 2:23)
In a very real sense, slavery is an apt metaphor for the current coronavirus. We are suffering
under the tyranny of a power beyond our control. The relentless emotional and physical
restrictions are oppressive. Exerting personal will and discretion endangers both ourselves and
others. Escape comes at incredible risk. And we are all in this together; no distinctions
between rich or poor, educated or uneducated, young or old, religious or irreligious,
exist. Certainly, many in our culture are more at risk than others, but for the first time in recent
memory, our entire planet is facing the same challenge and threat at the same time.
There has perhaps never been a time in our Western culture when the Hebrew scriptures have
had more relevancy to our day-to-day living. The majority of the citizenry of the United States
have not lived in constant concern for food, clothing, shelter, healthcare, employment,
education, and survival. Our mainline churches are predominantly middle class, and it is
difficult to relate to much of the story of our Jewish forebears. Yet, the story of the children of
God – the children of Israel – is quickly becoming our story.
For much of the first four millennia of Jewish history, God’s people lived in captivity or
exile. Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Greece, Rome took turns conquering and ruling the Chosen
people. During these times, and most of the intervals in between, the children of God lived
short lives of struggle in poverty, illness, desperation, and danger. A reading through the
Torah, the Psalms, and the Prophets gives a stark lesson in the suffering of the Hebrew
people. Yet, through it all the people lived in covenantal hope of God’s redeeming power.
For Christians today, we empathize with the Israelites and understand that we have much more
in common that at any other time in memory. We are a suffering people, acknowledging our
own limitations and powerlessness, and coming to a heightened awareness of inequalities and
the need for cooperation and commitment to the common good. This is unfamiliar and
uncomfortable territory for many of us.
Predominantly, we look to science and government to solve the current crisis and return us to
“normal.” We want the problem to go away, and we do not want to face the possibility that we
have encountered something that science, money, and political power may be inadequate to
deal with it. Our Hebrew testament reminds us that this is the situation humankind has found
itself in time after time throughout most of history. And when human solutions fail, people of
faith turn to God.
Our Jewish and Christian history has great grace to offer us in this time of global pandemic.
First, we know that our growth and faithfulness come to us through sacrifice. To get to a
Promised Land, we must travel through wilderness; to get to Easter, there is always a Good
Friday. But in the vastness of wilderness we know there is a Promised Land. In the darkness of
Good Friday, we know that Easter is coming. Our faith affirms for us that no matter how bad
things seem, God’s grace and blessing awaits us on the other side.
Cont. on pg. 5
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The seasons have changed: winter is past, spring has sprung,
and summer is right around the corner. The church has her seasons
as well. It’s amazing how we are still an agrarian society and how
our activities are formed and shaped by the normal school year. In a
normal year, as school activities begin to wind down, so do Church activities. Committees and
Boards meet less frequently, often the Church choir takes the summer off, Womens’ Groups meet
less frequently.
This year is different, however. We have new challenges to face and new opportunities to
create as we consider the direction God is leading us. There are, of course, some things that are
so basic about who we are as disciples of Jesus and as members of a church of Jesus and I am
anxious to get back to doing some of those.
I am anxious to resume public worship and but also anxious about how to do that safely.
At the same time, it has been both a challenge and an opportunity to initiate an online worship
presence. This is something that I have wanted to do since before I even arrived here. There are
so many more people we can reach than come to public worship as evidenced already by the
number of viewers on our Facebook Live and YouTube videos. I have been encouraged and
intrigued by a return to the “house” churches of the 1st century when people would gather
together in smaller groups to worship and have fellowship: to be church when there were no
church buildings.
Connections and relationships are so important and I feel I have been doing a less-thanadequate pastoral ministry limited by safety issues revolving around pastoral visits. I have been
hand-delivering one worship packet each week to a Church member at his request. I have had
one hospital visit (not that I want a lot of those). People still come into the Church office for one
thing or another and we have had a limited number of Committee and Board meetings, I have
seen people on the street, at the grocery, in the post office, recently at the barber shoppe, but, in
general, a prudent pandemic response has changed those connections. Phone calls just don’t cut
it.
I know that there are church folk who have responded to social isolation protocol and made
an extra effort to make phone calls and send cards and gift baskets. We need to do more of that
kind of thing to strengthen our connections and build relationship. That sense of being church,
of being a body of Christ, is just what Jesus would have us to—to reach out to others, but not just
to our own kind, but to be a presence and a light in the community—to be as Jesus said last
Sunday in His farewell address, we are to be His witnesses, “in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” What a privilege to serve in Jesus’ name!
So, how do we do that? What gifts has God placed in this Waupun United Methodist
Church to do as Jesus commands? There needs to be, at the very least, an outpouring of the Holy
Spirit and an excitement in the Church about the Church which is contagious. Philip says to
Nathanael in John 1:46, “Come and see.” Do we say the same thing to others who have not
experienced the Waupun United Methodist Church. In a town full of churches, how do we stand
out? Go to Walgreens or Piggly Wiggly or wherever in town and ask someone, “What do you
know about the Waupun United Methodist Church?” Would their answer be encouraging or
sobering?
We have such a great opportunity to be a light and to spread good news and to love as
Jesus loved. And the “best thing of all,” to quote John Wesley, “is God is with us,” has been and
always will be! With God’s help, in God’s grace, we cannot fail.

Pastor Steve
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31but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength, they will fly up on wings like eagles; they
will run and not be tired, they will walk and not be weary. (Isaiah 40:31)
After Superstorm Sandy, my brother’s church on Long Island became the center for recovery efforts in
the Mid-Atlantic. 75% sustained damage to their homes; all had neighbors affected by the storm.
Today, we are in the midst of an unprecedented urgent response and recovery effort in which every
church must be a center of recovery. Unlike a hurricane, earthquake, wildfire, flood or famine, the
COVID-19 pandemic affects every person and every community worldwide. As we return to church
after quarantine, we should not fall into the trap of thinking, “How do we get back to the way we
were?” Rather, we ought to ask, “How can we be a better church coming out of the pandemic, than
we were going in?” Economic and emotional recovery is going to be a matter of years. What will your
church do to help? Each United Methodist should be discerning his or her own and their
congregation’s strengths; praying and preparing to join with a small group of congregants who will
identify needs in the community/ nation/world. Then each group must create, fund, and carry out a
plan to address those needs. There will be children who have fallen behind in school. They will need
tutoring and encouragement. There will be those who will have no job to which to return. They will
need help applying for benefits, negotiating with banks, or getting enough food for their families.
There will be people who continue to fall ill with the coronavirus. Fear and anxiety will continue to be
widespread.
Prepare yourself for the times to come.
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
Visit the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at

www.wumf.org or Facebook/wumf.org Or call 1-888-903-9863

Way to go Waupun United Methodist Church on paying
your 2019 apportionments on full! Check out the new tag
on the apportionments plaque at the entrance to the
Fellowship Hall.
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Sue Duer

Angie Federer

Staci White

Family and friends of Rowan Lockwood
David Schrader, son of Susan
Mason, grandson of Susan Schrader
Ryan Giese, grandnephew of Jeanne Ludjack
All affected by the coronavirus pandemic
Remember our homebound
At Home: Doris Laurain, Rose Muraski, Viola McRobert
Christian Home: Louise Miescke, Elvera Marsh, Mary Ziebel
Prairie Place, Ripon: Elaine Stanton, Larry Stanton
Prairie Ridge: June Witowich, Alice Chase, Phyllis McDowell

7 June Witowich
Ann Dorgan
10 Phil Ruck

24 Larry VandeZande
26 Nicole Van Beek
Trisha Visser

15 David Wepner

28 Julie Schelter

20 Marsha Schaub

29 Emily Brown

21 John Gysbers, Jr.
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Second, both Judaism and Christianity are corporate faiths, the good of the whole people is more
important than the good of any individual. Individual rights, entitlements, and personal preference
are hallmarks of the thinking of many privileged people in the United States. However, our
foundational identity as a nation committed to the common good is often lost to individual
demands. Yet, true freedom is not a competition between who gets what, but how we all rise or
fall together. We are God’s people, God’s children, together. What is best for the least of us is best
for all of us. The more time and energy we give to caring for others allows us less time to worry
about whether we are getting what we want individually.
Third, we are a people of transformation. When we emerge from this pandemic, we will not be
returning to “normal,” but to the new reality that will define a very different future. “I am about to
do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and
rivers in the desert.” (Isaiah 43:19) If we trust in God’s redemptive power, restorative vision, and
consistent promise, then we know that where we are heading is a place we’ve never been
before. We have seen ways that our world was prepared for this current crisis, but also the many
painful ways we were completely unprepared. By God’s grace, we will have learned much and we
will make sweeping changes as we move forward.
It is not always easy to see the silver lining to the oppressive clouds that cover us. We bristle and
resist the current limitations on our lives. But I ask us all, as modern-day Israelites, to turn to God
in prayer, and to trust that God will do “a new thing.” These days are difficult, but our God is
good. Have faith. Live your faith. Witness to your faith as God reveals the new reality that is to
come.
Grace and Peace,
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung

Church building needs/future
The Trustees with the Church Council are moving ahead on discussions for the future worship
building needs for the Waupun United Methodist Church and are planning meetings and a holding
a tentative Church Conference on Thursday, June 25 to vote on a direction. The Church Council,
Trustees and Finance Committee plan to meet Monday, June 15 at 6:00 pm for discussion .
Anyone interested in attending that meeting are welcome to come: to gather information, ask
questions and to comment. This is an important decision in the life of the Church which will have
far-reaching implications and it behooves us to take appropriate time and consider as much
Information as we can.
You can expect mailings and postcards during the early part of June to review, reflect on and pray
over.

Bulletin sponsorship
Bulletin sponsorship, that is, making a contribution of $10/week for a month of printing bulletins has been
a very popular and well-supported program of the Waupun United Methodist Church. So popular, that
reservations to sponsor bulletins are already extended into April of 2021. people like to sponsor bulletins
in a month that has significance for them and it is a first-come, first-serve sponsorship. Two ideas have
floated to help with that: to change from a month-long sponsorship to a per Sunday sponsorship or to
invite people to sponsor our fledgling online worship. Opportunities for giving and service abound and
these are two new ways of doing that.
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JUNE WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

1

Wayne Strehlow and Marsha Schaub

8

Deb White and Jeanne Ludjack

15

Steve Wendt and Gary Schulz

22

Marilyn Vander Sanden and Dick Walters

21 Sue Rens-Guell

29

Wayne Strehlow and Marsha Schaub

28 Laura Ten Pass

7 Laura Ten Pas
14 Sue Rens-Guell

BULLETIN SPONSOR FOR JUNE
In celebration (of our anniversary)
Sponsored by Janette and Phil Ruck

WORSHIP NEWS
With guidance from Bishop Hee Soo Jung and his Covid19 Task Force, we have set a
target date to resume public worship for Sunday, June 21. The Church Council is making
preparations for the safety of worshippers, their families and others that we might meet
outside of worship by providing masks for those who can wear them and hand sanitizing
stations at prominent places in the Church building. Based on the recommendations, any
bulletins will already be distributed throughout the pews in the main worship area and on
chairs in the Epworth Hall following six foot separation guidelines. Couples and members
of the same household may, of course, sit together. At this point, singing is not
recommended (and not because you don’t sing well or we want to muffle you).
On-line worship will continue via Facebook Live and YouTube for those who feel more
comfortable with that setting. People can also come to the Church and watch the
worship services in the Sanctuary on the screen or in the Library on the television. Just let
the Church Office know so we can have that set up for you.
Things seem to change daily or moment-to-moment, so watch and listen for updates.
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Destiny Kappus
Mason Shaw
Caleb Schulz

School lunches
Our church received the following information from Megan Vande Zande coordinator of the Summer Bag
Lunches for Children program, a community project provided by churches and civic groups in the Waupun
area. Our church was scheduled to provide lunches for the week of June 22.
In her letter Megan outlines the current distribution of children's meals. Since school closed owing to the
pandemic, the school district has been providing breakfast and lunch Monday through Friday to any minors
living in the district, no questions asked. Children sign up for these meals in the preceding week. Left-over
meals are distributed on Friday to anyone through the food pantry. The school district has authorization to
do this through June 30.
A DPI (Department of Public Instruction) waiver to extend these meals through July and August has been
applied for by the school district. If granted, it is likely that the school district will continue these meals
through July and August just as they are doing now. In that case there would be no volunteer bag lunch
program in the summer of 2020. As more information is available, we will be informed.
Megan goes on to indicate that there are ways in which we could still be of help:
1. Plan as a church to provide bag lunches during the open dates of either July 6-9 or Jul 13-16 should the
school district not be granted the waiver to continue their summer meal distribution. Please contact Diane
Strehlow or Marsha Schaub if you wish to help.
2. The district will need 1-2 volunteers to distribute the already prepared lunches through June, possibly
through July and August.
3. Donations: to fund the school staff member who is organizing this food program.
to fund student's outstanding lunch accounts not expected to be paid.
to fund The REACH Mission backpack service whereby food is sent home for students to
consume over the weekend.
Over 90 backpacks are being prepared each week.
Watch and listen for more opportunities and details.

Waupun United Methodist Church
199 E. Jefferson St.
Waupun, WI 53963

The Members of the
Waupun United Methodist Church
along with Pastor Steve Miller
invite you to come together for worship on Sunday morning
via Facebook Live.
Worship begins at 9am CST
For information,
call the Church Office at 920-324-9721 or
email at WaupunUMC@gmail.com or
check out the church website: waupunumc.com or
our Facebook page: United Methodist Church-Waupun

