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What a joy, what a privilege, to be part of the Waupun
United Methodist Church’s dodransbicentennial (that’s the
word for a 175th anniversary) and a good reason to say instead, 175th anniversary. What an amazing day and an amazing weekend to welcome back those
who have gone before and left a legacy of faith and commitment. What a thanksgiving to celebrate
how we have come to be who we are today. Our ancestors have given so much that we might be
blest.
I chose the graphic for the bulletin cover carefully and with much thought and reflection: Blest
to be a Blessing. The song I sang was a revelation as well: “May all who come behind us find us
faithful.” The Church did not belong to those who came before us anymore than the church of today
belongs to us. We hold it in trust and maintain and grow the Church for those who will come behind
us.
I mentioned it in my article last month and mention it again that this month we have the
opportunity to celebrate again how God has blest us in the past year and how we have been blest by
others and then how we can be a blessing. Our Annual Church Conference is scheduled for Monday,
October 28 at 6:00. It is an opportunity to deliver reports, as onerous as some feel those are, but they
are a snapshot of where we are which reveals how responsible we have been but also a preview into
the future. If we want to know where we will be, we can look back at who we were.
The Church Council has already received a financial budget for 2020: a budget which reflects
the faith and optimism of the Congregation. God has blest us in the past, people have responded to
those blessings and God will, in turn, continue to bless. The Finance Committee has submitted their
report, the Board of Trustees is working on theirs, reports of the Membership Committee are in
progress as well as the Report from the Nominations and Leadership Development Committee and
other reports as well.
The next 175 years will require faithful, God-believing United Methodist Christians to
acknowledge their blessings and step up to work to ensure that there will be a sesquarcentennial (i.e.
a 350th) anniversary for the Waupun United Methodist Church. Those who consider this their Church
home, whether constituent or professing members, have an opportunity to serve and to maintain and
grow this church for those who will come behind. It is both a responsibility and a privilege to serve.
The theme for the 175th anniversary was “Together We Serve” and it does take all the parts to make
the body work the way God has intended. All people are given gifts and graces and talents to
contribute.
Specifically, at this time, the Church needs someone to serve as Church Council Chair and
someone to serve as Finance Committee Chair. I have no doubt that there is someone in the
Congregation with the gifts and graces to serve in those places. There are other areas for service for
which you have been gifted.
God has planted a seed and as Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 3:6, “I planted, Apollos
watered, but God gave the growth (ESV).” We have a God who is faithful to give what we ask and to
create what God has envisioned. “He who began a good work in you will be faithful to complete it.”
The future is waiting and we, every one of us, are called and have the privilege to co-create with God
a place where the good news of God is proclaimed, the light of God is seen, and the love of God is
felt – at the now and future Waupun United Methodist Church.
I will look forward to celebrating and giving thanks with you for what has been and for what will
be at this year’s Church Conference. See you there and at worship this Sunday.

Pastor Steve
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Baptism of Nora Visser
September 8 2019

More pictures from the 175th Celebration
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It is my joy to invite Dan Schwerin, facilitator of our Task Force on the
Wisconsin Option for the future, to share his thoughts and reflections in
this week’s Soul Food. Bishop Jung,
Thank you for your thinking in the last Soul Food message and your
commitment to a ‘do no harm’ unity that engenders radical inclusion.
I wonder if I can offer a response that is not meant to be a last or better
word, only a word from a fellow hand in the field.
Some of us experience unity as being partnered in an abusive relationship with the Church. This
partner abuses power and seeks silent assent. This partner lacks insight into its own behavior. The
vessel of covenant becomes an instrument of abuse. That said our entire human condition is in a state
of mutual incomprehension that requires covenant community for discernment. More than that, the
corruption we share—whether it be human nature, or self-interest, or the inherent limits of having eyes
on one side of our heads--means we must welcome God's wholeness for us to taste a healing
wholeness. Your article reminds me we need a God whose nature is One, especially now.

With each passing day each of us moves toward surrender into the Wholeness of a Shalom that
already is, the Wholeness that is our death and resurrection. At any moment an accident or angina
could reveal the whole that is always present but easily forgotten. The healing nature of Wholeness is
lost among us when unity is a bully stick. Unity is part of the sacred flow of righteousness that is the
good of our life together. We enjoin the good and enlarge it, and reveal the kin-dom of God when we
can dismantle structures of racism and sexism and abuse that we might make the stream of
wholeness larger and undivided.
Whatever measure of unity that remains after 2020, a harvest is ready now in Wisconsin. We cannot
have some siblings live in fear of trials or reprisal. I feel urgency to make progress with the Wisconsin
Way Forward and to choose a preferred future rather than have a lesser one dumped in our laps.
For those who may not have heard about the Bishop’s Task Force and the Wisconsin Way Forward, a
new task force has been assembled with an inclusive composition in order to:
• Increase among us just resolution practices rather than resort to trials.
• Work with GCORR (the General Commission on Religion and Race) and the Connectional Table to
dismantle racism/exclusion in our systems.
• Deepen conversation about human sexuality and action a do no harm culture than can reach each
of our people.
• Engender a radical inclusion lived in our structures and the moral documents of our budgets.
• Free our systems of Egypt that we can be led by love and serve those God is giving us to love.
This will take time and prayer—and call forth a healing unity—which is frightening to us now.
I have heard disappointment that persons who identify as LGBTQIA will be marginalized if we work on
racism, and I have heard that if we work on LGBTQIA issues, our Persons of Color will be
marginalized. I believe in our efforts to get Egypt out of our bones, we are most free when we are led
by love, not fear. Bishop, I pray that we discover unity alive among us by means of love that
dismantles the unjust systems before us.
As you know, I have tried often to withdraw from service in our life together. I tire of the attacks of
Christians. I think you, too, must tire of the attacks. That said, I am tired, too, of seeing others hurt—
and the hurt we share. Too much is at stake. Your letter reminded me we cannot withdraw from the
body that gives us life. The unity we enjoy in the life of God is a gift and our healing. Thank you for
your leadership in making disciples loving enough to transform the world.
Yours in Christ.
Rev. Dan Schwerin
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OCTOBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

6

6

Jean Vande Zande

13

Jim & Ann Henderson

13

Jean Vande Zande

20

Wayne & Dianne Strehlow

20

Laura Ten Pass

27

Sue Rens-Guell

6

Marsha & Harv Schaub

27

6

Steve Wendt - Gary Schulz

13

Marilyn VanderSanden - Dick Walters

13

Jerry & Deb Kok

20

Wayne Strehlow - Marsha Schaub

20

Dan & Val Dolgner

28

Deb White - Jeanne Ludjack

27

Marsha & Harv Schaub

SEPTEMBER ATTENDANCE
1
8
15
22
29

51
78
113
51

BULLETIN SPONSOR FOR OCTOBER
Nancy Zimmerman in memory of Lynal

Waupun UMC Fall Craft/Vendor Fair and Bake Sale
Saturday, November 2nd
9 a.m. - 2 p.m
Waupun United Methodist Church and Wesley Center
Free Admission and lunch available to purchase
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UPCOMING EVENTS
October Birthdays

October 26: Waupun Trick or Treating 4:00-6:00 PM
October 28: Church Conference

6:15 PM

November 2: Craft Fair
November 9 & 10: Pizza Sale Weekend
December 3-6: Avenue of Angels
Trinity Church - United Methodist Fall Rummage Sale
308 Oneida St, Beaver Dam Fellowship Hall
Wednesday, October 9

4PM-7PM

Thursday, October 10

9AM-4PM

Friday, October 11

9AM-12PM

Clothing, Books, Jewelry, Toys and Games, Housewares,
Glassware
Savoring Our Sisterhood - Tiffany Thompson, Speaker
October 19 9:30 AM - 2:00 PM Lunch Served
Edgewood Community Church
Tickets will be sold in advance $10
Questions? Tori 920-979-9158

Kathy 920-344-3213
It’s Apple Dumpling Time! Trinity Church's annual Apple
Dumpling Sale is Saturday, Oct. 12. 6 dumplings for $10.
They’re packed and ready for the freezer with Instructions
for baking. Stock up for the holidays! Orders are due Oct.
9th. To place an order, call the church office at 324-2400.
Orders can be picked up on Oct. 12th from 8am-12pm at
Trinity (Reformed) Church, 524 Carrington St, Waupun.
Thank You to Larry Duer for all the pictures of the
activities at the 175th Celebration.
The Waupun UMC will again participate in the Trunk-orTreat event on Saturday October 25 from 4:00-6:00 PM.
We need candy, and /or money donated for distribution.
Please bring your donation to the church office by Friday
October 25th. We also need people to help pass out the
candy. If you are able to help please sign up in the binder
or let the office know.

1

Laura Schultz

9

Bryant Cox

10

Mike Asmus

13

Evan Guell

14

Brayden Vande Zande

16

Jerry Kok
Jordan Bronson

17

Matt Laper
Lena Stanton

18

Jim Dillie

22

Joe Dorgan

30

Michelle Core

31

Abby Thompson

On Monday, October 28, our North East
District Superintendent, the Rev. Kate
Jones, whom many of you met at the
175th anniversary for the Church, will be
at the Waupun UMC to lead our annual
Charge Conference. This is our
opportunity to look back and celebrate
how God has blest this Church over the
past year, but also a time to look ahead at
what God is still about to do. It is our
chance to review reports, both
financial
and
membership reports, to
elect Church leaders
and to vote on and
commit ourselves to a
budget for 2020. It is an important event
that every Church member should attend.
It is your chance to help plan for the future. Please mark your calendars to be at
the Church for the Conference on Monday, October 28, beginning at 6:00 pm.
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Many hands, and many hearts made for a joyous 175th anniversary reunion on Saturday, Sept. 14 and Sunday,
Sept.15. Conversations flowed over displays of year’s ago: pictures of Sunday School children now grown, of
retreats and mission trips far and wide, of women’s groups and their projects, of the Smiling Angels, God Squad,
and “Packer” adult choir in their green and gold robes, the many wood projects of Duane Muraski. The
continuous power point of “Through the Years” put together by Loni Wendt entertained many in the Library;
others visited the front entry and read the history of our bell.
Our present Pastor Steve Miller welcomed two of our former pastors into the worship message based on our
historic heritage:
Rev. Clyde Cross and his wife Mary Jo,
Rev. Paul Yoder and his wife Pat,
Although not here in person, we received congratulatory letters from Pastors Dorie Hanson, Myke Christianson,
Carol Smith, and Deb Hastings. They are posted on the revolving bulletin board in the Forest Street entry.
Over 26 guests and former members from as far away as Iowa joined us for the weekend. They not only toured
the church to see its changes over the years but also the renovated parsonage where Pastor Steve was their host.
We were so pleased to see the family (Tom, Lynne, and Laurie) of Jo Wiese, the historian of this church and
without whose book we would not have been able to tell the story of 175 years of the Waupun United Methodist
Church.
Our congregation swelled to over 100 worshipping participants and diners on Sunday, Sept. 15. Attempting to
name them all with no unintentional oversights, our guests were: Carole Andrle and daughters, Todd Bloedow
and Vickie Gandolf, Ted Boersma, Rev. Renae and Shane Dymond, Rick and Penny Geiger, Mary Hemp and Ellen
Decker, Ginny Hodgeson, Shirley and Norm Jansma, Sherry Redman, Sue Reichoff, Dave and Amy Steger. In
addition, we received letters from the following: Joe and Ann Dorgan, Linda Harper Garcia, Judy Hood, and
Marcella Pfund. We are so grateful for each friend who continues to faithfully remember and support our church.
We are blessed with a history of many good, good people who have passed through our doors.
A reunion choir of 23 members under the direction of Harv Schaub and piano accompanist Laura Ten Pass sang a
powerful “Then Will the Very Rocks Cry Out”. See our website at waupunumc.com to hear it once more.
In true United Methodist fashion, food was bountiful on Saturday and Sunday; food providers include Mary
VandeZande, Val Dolgner, June Southard, Nancy Vanderkin, Dick Walters, Doris Core, Trisha Visser, Sue Rens,
Deb Kok, Phil Ruck, Janette Ruck, Marsha Schaub. We owe many thanks to Nancy Vanderkin and her crew (Jan,
Nancy, and Doris,) for an absolutely wonderful meal served family style by our youth: Rylee Respalje, Destiny
Kappus, Troy Good, Deven Respalje, Lena Stanton, Marli Laper, Cooper Laper, and Kaylar Laper. The artistic
talents of Sue Duer and Janette Ruck transformed our tables with flowers and pictures, the willing hands of Mary
and Larry VanderZande, Nancy Vanderkin and crew, Marsha Schaub and Janette Ruck who set tables.
In conclusion, nothing of this grand scale happens without planning and preparation and to these unassuming
church “mice” we are indebted: to cleaning teams who spruced up our church for the occasion: Anne Gysbers,
Wayne and Dianne Strehlow, and all of the trustees and their families; to Jim Teachout, our janitor for his extra
help in setting up and taking down chairs and tables for the event; to our secretary Loni Wendt not only for the
power point creation but also her patience with Circuit Rider and bulletin announcements to keep us informed;
and finally to the 175th anniversary committee for many hours of delving into our history and bringing us together
to celebrate 175 years: June Southard who was also a member of the 150 th celebration, Sue Duer, Pastors Deb
Hastings and Steve Miller, Janette Ruck, and Marsha Schaub. You are a blessing for holding your church and its
history in your hearts. To all and for the grace of God to this church, we are thankful.
Marsha Schaub
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21

28

20

27

Church Conference
6:15 PM

Combined Circle
1:30 PM

Worship
Committee
6:15 PM

Second Sunday
Offering

29

22

15

14

13

9

8

Choir
6:30 PM

30

Choir
6:30 PM

23

Choir
6:30 PM

16

Choir
6:30 PM

Choir
6:30 PM
Pastor

Trustees
5:30 PM

Finance
Committee
6:15 PM

7

6

3

2

1

31

24

17

10

Dream Team
5:45 PM
Steve

Thu

Wed

Tue

World Communion
Sunday
(Offering)

Mon

Sun

25

18

11

At Green Lake

4

Fri

26

19

12

5

Sat

Trick or Treating
4:00 - 6:00 PM

October 2019

