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Pastor Steve
Knowing, as I did in January, that I would be coming to the Waupun United Methodist
Church, I began following the Church website and learning about the church through its
activities and ministries on the website and in the Circuit Rider. I learned about your
involvement in Salvation Army bell-ringing (which I helped coordinate in Shell Lake), about
the Waupun Community Table, the Irish Dinner in March, the “Family Feud,” the Salad
Luncheon, the Brat Fry’s at the Piggly Wiggly and I watched plans for the 175 th anniversary
celebration unfold.
I remember thinking, “How marvelous, how wonderful” that I was coming to a Church
that already had a mindset of serving together highlighted in the theme for the 175 th
anniversary, “Together We Serve.” I anticipated that the focus hymn for the weekend and
for the weeks prior to the celebration weekend would be the hymn, “Together We Serve,”
#2175 in The Faith We Sing songbook. The sentiment in that hymn comes directly from Jesus’
instruction in our gospel from this coming weekend in Luke 14:7-14.
Could this be a church which looks for opportunities to serve? Could this be a church
whose members feel privileged to listen for God’s call to serve in and through the various
ministries in the Church? Last Sunday, we heard of God’s call to Jeremiah who protested
that he was too young and God’s refusal to hear Jeremiah’s excuses. God promised to give
Jeremiah all that he would need to do the work God had for him. I think then, by extension,
God makes the same promise to each person based on the gifts and graces by which we
are endowed.
The Church Conference for this year has been scheduled for Monday, October 28,
and the Committees and Boards of the Church are already at work preparing the various reports for that Church Conference. There is much work to be done for those reports, but
those reports only undergird the life and activities and ministries of and in the Church. It is
people, you who claim this as your Church, who do the work reflected in those reports. God
calls different people to different ministries by different gifts.
God is speaking a word of call to you – a word that reminds you of how you have
been gifted to do the work that God has for you. The Nominations and Lay Leadership
Committee will meet tonight to listen for God’s Holy Spirit to suggest to us just who has been
called in the Church to serve in and through the Church. We are in this together and
“Together We Serve.” The Waupun United Methodist Church would not have thrived for 175
years except by the joyful willingness of many “Jeremiahs” who heard and answered God’s
call. To quote another prophet, “Here am I, send me.”
There is joy. There is privilege in serving the awesome God who calls and gifts us. Your
willing response will mean another 175 years of serving together in and as the Waupun United
Methodist Church.

Pastor Steve
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Saturday, Sept. 14 and Sunday, Sept.15.
The finalized schedule includes:
Saturday, Sept. 14
6-8 PM Welcome Conversation and Coffee, a come and go activity
Enter via the Forest St entry
Walk your way through the church/parsonage (900 Pleasant St.)
View displays highlighting the evolution of our buildings, activities
Including retreats, clowning, Sunday School picnics, women’s
circles and so on. A continuously running power point will feature
pictures taken “Through the Years.” A self-guided tour of all our
facilities will be available.
Sunday, Sept. 15
7:45 AM Optional continental breakfast in the fireplace lounge
8:30 AM Reunion choir rehearsal in the choir room
Over 30 former choir members have been invited to rehearse in
preparation for the Reunion worship service. No talent required,
come sing along!
10:00 AM Note this later start: there’s just too much to do to get ready for
this special Sunday worship. Expect to see former ministers,
some members from far and away, a few surprises, to be moved
by this celebration of “Serving Together for 175 years.”
Following worship, a congregational photo will be taken
Accompanied by a balloon release. Bring your cameras.
12:30 PM Let’s sit down to eat together: conversation and food in the best
of United Methodist traditions. Expect lots of “do-youremember-when” moments in Wesley Center. Donations for the
meal will be accepted.
1:30 PM Memories: this is up to you. Be prepared to share your
memories, the stories you were told, the saints in our church that
you celebrate yet today, the blessings you have experienced in
these 175 years.
Our banners placed on both Jefferson and Forest Streets announce plainly our anniversary year. 10
families and individuals have volunteered to advertise our celebration with 18 X 24 lawn
signs. We’re busting out all over.
You are sincerely invited to come with friends and family. The more, the merrier: we have so
much to celebrate on Sept. 14 and 15. RSVP’s would be appreciated to see that enough food,
music, and bulletins can be prepared. Please call/email/fill out a response slip available at worship/
stop in person at the office to let us know you are coming; we are looking forward to seeing you
there.
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“Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with
violence.” Genesis 6:11
As I come home from a wonderful trip to Korea, Bangkok and China, my
heart breaks for the victims of gun violence, most recently in El Paso and
Dayton, but for those across the country almost daily. According to USA
Today, there have been 250 mass shootings in the first 215 days of

2019. People are picking up
assault weapons to randomly shoot and kill innocent victims. This is tragic, this is terrible, and this is
wrong. We must acknowledge that many in our society are succumbing to “a corruption” and they are
“filled with violence.”
But it is important not to demonize the shooters. In many cases, these people are suffering a breakdown of sorts. They are examples of an illness of spirit and mind that is prevalent in our culture.
Beyond the gun violence, hate crimes and violent demonstrations that are becoming the acceptable
norm in our United States, there is an undercurrent of anger, fear, rage and resentment. It is difficult
to feel good about a country where so many citizens see violence as their only choice, and where so
many live in fear of others.
In a Wisconsin University study, 61% of Madison citizens surveyed feel safer having a gun. However,
in the same poll, 87% feel less secure knowing that others have guns. I anticipate that this call to pray
for healing for the victims, families, friends (as well as shooters and their families and friends) will
cause some to be very angry that I oppose gun violence – each time I write a call for prayer concerning mass shootings I receive messages from upset people defending guns – but this isn’t about “guns”
in general. I am not saying people shouldn’t be allowed hunting rifles or even handguns for home
self-defense, if that is what people desire. However, our American culture has gone weapons
crazy. In a New York Times article, it is reported that over 40% of all guns currently in America have
been obtained illegally, are automatic or semi-automatic assault weapons, and they are only used for
attack. These are the weapons that I oppose. Including such things as rocket launchers, grenades,
bayonets, machetes, knives, and other weaponry in addition to guns, Americans spend $13 billion
each year (NBC News). Placing this in perspective, in our United States all Christian mission giving
combined is about $5.2 billion a year.
But much of this is beside the point. Guns and the way they are abused in our culture is a huge issue
that will not be resolved easily. Underlying the fact of gun violence is an abject despair and
hopelessness, combined often with anger and a sense of helplessness and injustice, that leads people
to lash out in hurtful and hateful ways. In most cases these people aren’t “monsters,” but are merely
seriously ill or desperate people who lack relationships that help them cope in non-destructive ways.
Violence, in all its forms, is evidence of the brokenness of our humanity and indicates the deepest
meaning of sin – separation from God. We are failing to live fully into God’s will and God’s vision for
all people – unconditional love and acceptance that makes sure there is a place for everyone, and that
no one “fall through the cracks” into a dark place of depression and despair.
So, what can we do? There are many small ways that we can act and do what is within our power to
work for a solution. First, and always, pray. Pray for victims and their families. Pray for the
communities impacted by acts of hate and violence. Pray for those who act with violence and destruction and their families. Pray for people living in fear of violence, and for those who consider violence
as an acceptable course of action. Begin to write to our governmental representatives and to the NRA
to ban the sale and ownership of weapons of war. It is one thing to own a hunting rifle or a
handgun. It is something quite different to have an AK-15 or AK-47, or an AT4 rocket launcher. When
we make ownership of weapons of mass destruction normative in our culture, we cannot be surprised
when such weaponry is used.
Continued on page 7
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

1
8
15

175th Anniversary Committee

22

Dan & Val Dolgner

29

Jeff Respalje Family

3
Ludjack
8

Deb White - Jeanne

Steve Wendt - Gary Schulz

16

Marilyn VanderSanden - Dick Walters

23

Wayne Strehlow - Marsha Schaub

30

Deb White - Jeanne Ludjack
AUGUST ATTENDANCE
4
70
11
66
18
45
25
34

1

Sue Rens-Guell

8

Laura Ten Pass

15

Laura Ten Pass

22

Jean Vande Zande

29

Sue Rens-Guell

1
8
15

Doris Core & Trisha Visser
Anniversary Committee

22
29

BULLETIN SPONSOR FOR SEPTEMBER
Nancy Vanderkin in memory of Larry

The last of our summer brat fries will be held September 6 & 7 at the Piggly Wiggly. Sign up sheets
are being circulated at the worship service in the green binder. More workers are needed so please
call Marsha Schaub to fill these voids.
NEW: For this bake sale we ask you not to bring bake sale items with chocolate icing or other toppings that will melt. Keeping bake sale items cold to insure the quality of the product has been difficult.
Also we are asking our customers to donate as they wish for items, rather than us pricing each item. It
is a trial; we’ll see how it goes.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Dear Waupun UMC Family:
I begin this note by apologizing for how late it is, but I
have found that in retirement, I have really found myself
losing track of time! While my note might be late, my
thanks and appreciation are just as heartfelt, as if I sent
you this note much earlier.
First, I want to say thank you so much for the beautiful
fleece tied blanket. Many thanks to those who took the
time to put it together. The blanket goes well with the
color scheme in my bedroom. It’s perfect! It will be

wonderful to wrap up in when the weather begins to get
cool again.

1

Mary Vande Zande
Loni Wendt

Second, thank you for the wonderful and tasty potluck!
My family and I enjoyed everything about it! I really felt
honored by it. It really meant so much to me.

2

Bob Bradley

3

Marilyn Siedschlag
Jan Nickel

Finally, thank you for the wall hanging. For those of you
that did not see it, it says, “In Everything Give Thanks.”
I haven’t hung up anything in my apartment yet, but
when I do, it will hang in a special place, because when
I look at it, I’ll think of you, and give thanks for the time I
served as your pastor.

5

Brock Rieder

7

Haiden Rieder

9

Marion Dolgner

11

Joseph Landaal

12

Troy Good

14

David Reilley

16

Karissa Kok

18

Nate Preston

21

Nancy Zimmerman

23

Joyce Brown
Valerie Dolgner

24

Morgan Schelter

25

Jeff Respalje

27

Mary Ziebell
Ben Stanton

28

Marcus Cox

Please know that you remain in my heart and prayers
as you move forward in mission and ministry with
Pastor Steve Miller.
In Christian Love,
Pastor Deb
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Our Christian witness should always be one of peace. In the face of violence, in the face of division, in
the face of aggression, and even in the face of war, Christians call for God’s vision from Isaiah 2:4 –
“He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore.”
So, my beloved siblings in Christ, pray for peace. Pray for healing. Pray for reconciliation. Pray for true
community and inclusiveness, so that no child of God will lose hope, will despair, and will pick up a
weapon to cause harm to another beloved child. Pray for an end to violence and to every contributing
factor. Blessed are the peace-makers; thanks be to God.
Grace and Peace,
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung
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The Waupun United Methodist Church
RSVP: Reunion Weekend September 14-15
We are ready! Are you?
Please respond (mail, email, phone, in person to the church office by Sept. 1) indicating the
events you will participate in and how many people will be with you. Please indicate the
best way to contact you in the weeks prior to the reunion. If you are unable to come,
perhaps you could respond to us with a summary of what is new in your life to share.
Saturday, September 14
____ Welcome Conversation and Coffee
6-8 pm
Forest street entry, tours and displays
PowerPoint “Through the Years”

Sunday, September 15
____ Continental breakfast 7:45 Fireplace lounge
____ Reunion choir rehearsal 8:30 Choir room,
____ Worship 10:00 Sanctuary
____ Dinner
12:30 Wesley Center, donations accepted
____ Memories 1:30
Wesley Center

More Pictures from the Worship in the Park

Talking among members
prior to the service starting.
Photo by Loni Wendt

Checking out the desserts
Photo by Loni Wendt

6:15 PM

17

6:15

16

23

30

22

29

175th Reunion

6:15 PM

Church Council

24

1:30 PM

Combined Circle

Finance
Committee

Worship
Committee

Special Music
Alexander
Henderson

15

10

9

5:30 PM

8

Labor Day

Office closed

Special Music

Maddy Lewin

3

2

1
Trustees

Tue

Mon

Sun

25

18

11

26

19

12

5:45 PM

Dream Team

5

4
Open House
3K
1 PM - 6 PM

Thu

Wed

27

20

13

10 AM - 6 PM

Piggly Wiggly

Brat Fry

6

Fri

28

21

6:30-8:00 PM

175th Reunion
Pastor Dinner

14

10 AM - 6 PM

Piggly Wiggly

Brat Fry

7

Sat
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